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3 Altell Part. 
ou tell me, that I have been 
here a week, and have not writ 
ten above four lines, to you, 
though the beauty of Mrs. . Afell, 
which has reached your ears, would 
furniſh matter enough to fill a quire of 
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Lou have certainly been miſinformed; 
Mrs. Afell is, indeed, reckoned very 
Handſome by many people; but, in my 
opinion; ſhe is rather an agreeable than 

«beautiful woman; and when I add, 
that ſhe is a very Unfaſhionable Wife, 
to a conf6unded bad Huſband, What is 
there left for me to ſay about her? 
And yet I could talk of her for hours 
together, though ſhe is a character ra- 
ther to be eſteemed than loved. By 
ber modeſty and diffidence, and by her 
uncommon delicacy of diſpoſition and 
conſtitution, ſhe is fo far ſuperior to the 
majority of her ſex, that one is more 
inclined to look on her as an Angelic 
Being, than as a pretty piece of Fleſh 


5 and Blood. 


We have oller Females here; who 
are not without their attractions; but, 
cannot tell how it is, they do not 
throw me into ay agitation. 5 


Here 
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Here is Mrs. Ofwald, a fine young 
Widow, and Miſs Hales, both of them 
Mrs. Aſtell's intimate friends: Her 
neareſt neighbour, at the diſtance only 
of two miles, is Lady Freelove, another 
handſome woman. She is wiſer,” how- 
ever, than Mrs. Afel/; ſhe is deter- 
mined to make the moſt of herſelf, and 
troubles not her head about my Lord, 
who amuſes himſelf, agreeably to his 
own taſte; with every tolerable, wo- 
man who falls in his way. He has 
made ſome vigorous attacks againſt the 
Lady of this Manſion, but ſhe treats 
him with fo cool an indifference, ſo 
mortifying a neglect, that he muft 
certainly be cured of his paſſion by her 
diſcouraging behaviour, Every man, 
indeed, meets with the ſame contempt 
from her, that is, if he preſumes to 
mention a ſyllable about Love to her. 
On * other ſubject ſhe will con- 
7 verſe 
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verſewitha politeneſs and a freedom ab- 
ſolutely enchanting. I have frequently 
obſerved her, when the company with 
her have all been differently engaged, 
and have often wondered how a wo- 
man, tied for life to ſuch a fellow as 
Aſell, and ſcrupulous, I believe, about 
making herſelf amends for her ill treat- 
ment with any body elſe, can appear 
ſo perfectly eaſy. She cannot /ove him 
that is impoſſible - but then, is it not 
amazing, that ſhe, admired, followed, 
and, no doubt, ſollicited as ſhe is, does 
not love ſome other perſon ? And yet I 
never ſaw the ſlighteſt ſymptoms of that 
kind. She aſſumes, at times, a reſerve 
which awes the moſt enterprizing of | 
her admirers, and prevents them from 
venturing to attempt any improper 
freedoms. 


Mrs. Ofwald and Miſs Hale: have 


| chelr Lovers, but they would all quit 
| them 
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them immediately, to bt upon flatter- 
ing terms with Mrs. Aſtell. How un- 
common a Wife is De, George, in this 
age, whoſe marriage, inſtead of laying 
any reſtraint upon a woman's actions, 
ſeems to authorize her to take the 
more itregular liberties. I am often 
aſtoniſhed to think of Aſtells having 
ſhackled himſelf with the” fetters of 
Matrimony, as he was always-a re- 
markably warm advocate for Freedom. 
His fetters, however, fit extremely eaſy 
on him. He has no idea of conſtancy, 
no notion of a conjugal attachment. 
Matrimony, to be ſure, muſt be horri- 
bly diſguſting to a man of his turn. I 
have been informed, that his Father and 
her Uncle made up the match. Two 
more oppoſite beings were certainly 
never united. —Aſtell is not difagreea- 
ble in his perſon, nor does he want ad- 
dreſs; but he has a thouſand faults, 

B 3 ſetting 


6 The UNFASHIONABLE Wire. 


ſetting aſide his licentious principles, 


which muſt unavoidably render him 
deſpicable in the eyes of an amiable 
woman, like his Maria. 


You will tell me, perhaps, that were 
I to love Mrs. Aſtell, I ſhould diſcover 
ſentiments ſtill more reprehenſible than 
thoſe which I condemn in her Huſband. 
Don't be in a hurry, George; I am not 


fond of ſeducing the wives of other 


men, yet 1- honeſtly declare, that - I 
ſhould not think myſelf in the -leaſt 
criminal by aſſiſting a charming wo- 


man to take her revenge ; that is, with 


her own conſent. AI am no ſeducer ; 


but I really do not perceive the ſmalleſt 
_ -propenſity in her to join with me, or 


any other man, upon fo laudable an 


= Such a Woman, now, George, 
if the was to be had, would almoſt 
| dent a man to marry. But ſhe is ſet- 


died 
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tled for life, and, therefore, it will be 
quite idle to entertain any thoughts of 
her now. The point is, whether a 
man can think of any other woman 
when ſhe is in his way.—You never 
ſaw her, George; Iwill attempt to give 
you a ſketch of her; take notice, I 
give you only a ſketch ; no Painter can 
do her Juſtice. Her Eyes are, at the 
ſame time forbidding and inviting. 
dhe is of a very agreeable Height, and 
ſhe is elegantly formed. Her Com 
plexion is fair, and when it is animated 
with a bluſb, the innocent lovelinefs 
of her looks is not to be expreſſed. | 
Her Eyes are out of the reach of de- 
feription :*I ſhall only ſay, that they 
are of a bright and beautiful blue. 
Her Teeth are extremely. white, and: 
well ſet, in the. moſt, regular manner 
conceivable. . Her Lips are full and red; 
her Hair is. of a dark, yet gloſſy cheſ : 
. B 4. nut⸗ 
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"IVY So much for her perſonal Charms. 5 
3 diſcretion is prodigious; yet ſhe, 


t proper ſeaſons, difcovers the moſt 
delicious ſenſibility, | 


"By this time, II imagine, you ſet me 
0 for a perfect Enamorato; —but 
hold, George, I have not yet been cox- 
comb enough to fall in love with a 
woman who did not ſhew ſome ſort of 
Zerdrefſe for me. I muſt not expect that 
- honour. here, unleſs Lady FPreelove 
mould be able to bring her over; and I 
= ſhe will try, as ſhe ſeems to hate 
o ſee any woman, handſomer, or wiſer 
"than herſelf; if a woman may be called 
wiſe, George, who can be attached to 
2 Huſband. who is r Ann to 
. F 


And fo you want to know TIE we 
+ ourſelves ; why, pretty much as 
* people 1 We * we walk, we 
— Gags 
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ſing, we dance, and make love that 
is, all but me. I do not like playing 
the fool; I chuſe to be in earneſt. 
You will ſay, probably, that by ſuch a 
choice I give the greateſt proof of my 
folly.——No matter every one in his 
WAY, and according to his own inclina- 
tion. I ſhall not, in a hurry, I believe, 
have my inclination gratified: I chat. 
with all the women; but J trifle with 
none: F do not approve of trifling : It 
is not right to encourage women to 
ſuppoſe that every man who takes the 
leaſt notice of them; muſt be enamour d 
with them. Such encouragements only 
fill their heads with nonſenfe, and ſti- 
mulate them to flirt with every fellow 
who flutters about them, and to make 
improper advances. A woman renders- 
herſelf extremely contemptible, when 
ſhe is always upon the look out for ad- 
mitation. She departs too much, by 


B U ſo 


him. I wonder whom ſhe loves Not 
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ſo doing, from that amiable reſerve, 
and winning delicacy, which makes a 
beautiful woman ſtill more lovely, and 
Which even throws a lovelineſs over 


thoſe women who have no pretenſions 
to beauty. But I forget ; you are tho- 


x oughly acquainted with my ſentiments 


upon this ſubje&, and do not want a 
repetition of them. Well, then, we 
divert ourſelves according to our re- 


fpective diſpoſitions. Mrs. Oſwald reads, 


works, and is muſical. Miſs Hales plays 


finely upon the organ and guittar; 
and Mrs. Aſtell draws,” and fings very 
prettily. Sir William Frampton dangles 
after Mrs. Ofwald, while ber eyes 
wander in ſearch of his Brother. Voung 


Randolph ſingles out Miſs Hales. Lord 


Freelove teazes Mrs. Aﬀell, whom, in 


mere pity, I have taken under my pro- 


tection, as 1 ſee that ſhe cannot endure 


her 
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her Huſband, ſurely Heaven for- 
bid No impoſſible; for he not only 
follows every woman he ſees, but is 
ever both ill - bred, and W to 


; ber . 


We are to go, in a large ER to- 
morrow, to ſee Lord Ts houſe and 
gardens. Aſtell, like a wrong- headed 
fool, when the ſcheme was propoſed by : 
Lord Freelove, inſiſted upon his Wife's 
going in his phaëton, in order to have 

Lady Freelove in his- own whiſky. . 
Poor Mrs. Aſtell coloured, and trem- 
bled. I pitied her from my ſoul; and, 
coming up to her, ſaid, ſoftly. Are 
you afraid?“ Indeed I am,” an- 
ſwered ſhe. Will you truſt your-- 
« ſelf with me, in my Talian chair? 
She ſmiled, and thanked. me. Lam 
therefore going” to give all oy 
orders. a NS 


EnwaARD eee - 
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F. ram * Same to. the Same. 


WI had a very agreeable day; ra- 
ther let me ſuy, I had a very a- 
greeable day. I. Heat my whole time 
in trying to make every thing pleaſing 
10 this moſt charming woman, who 
feemed very well ſatisfied: with my at- 
tentions, and quite happy. in having 
eſcaped Eord- Freelove's perſecutions. 
I did not think ſhe Was half. ſo amiable 

2 1 faund her, upon a nearer intimacy. 

She is not only: exceedingly lovely, but 
Ahe Bas a great deal of good ſenſe and 
viwacity, mixed. with a ſenſibility, 
* enchanting. I can- 
not deſcribe my ſurprize at her uncom- 
mon diſcretion, eſpecially as ſhe is tied 

tt ſuch an unthinking wretch as Aſtell. 
1 am fill more — at his ſtrange 


P . : : 0 
* 1 * * 
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negle& of her. Were I poſſeſt of ſo in- 
valuable a treaſure, I ſhould eſtimate it 
above my life. In ſhort, George, Tam 
Ralf in love with Ker. I never con- 
verſed with ſo charming a creature in 
every reſpect. My head is ſo full of 
her, that I can ſcarce think of any 
thing elſe. * How chearfally could I 
ſpend my time with her, conſtantly en- 
deavouring to promote her happineſs? 
No woman ever deſerved the tender 
aſſiduities of our ſex ſo much, and 
every man is eager, with ſuch afſiduis | 

ties, to. be diſtinguiſhed by her; yet 
ſhe-encourages not one of her aſſiduous 


- admirers. She will not, indeed, admit 


of common ſervices from every man ; 
I think, therefore, that I am particu - 
larly. honoured, when ſhe allows me to 
aſſiſt in procuring any Kinn _ pleaſure. | 

or conveniehre. for her. ee, os: 
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. » _, :Lord Freelove, half angry at my 
= having deprived: him of Mrs. Aell, 
| addreſſed himſelf to all the women,. 
| but they all pleaded their. fears, He 
then ſeized Randolph by the arm, and 
ſwore that Be ſhould be his 5 
till he could meet with ſomebody to 
his fancy « of the other ſex. 


_ Mif Hales, F thought, looked diſ- 
ende She turned pale, but ſaid 
anno 8. 


Sir William F rampton begged the 

1 honour of Mrs. Ofwald's company in 
bis poſt-chaiſe, and Col. F ramptan 
Vas left to take care of Miſs Hales. 


I In this manner we were coupled, 
1 but not paired, at leaſt not all of us. 
Lady Freelove and Aſtell ſeemed to be 
moſt ſuitable to each other, as the 
„„ 


- 
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as the latter. Lady Freelove was quite 
as fearleſs as her companion. She is, 
indiſputably, a very handſome woman; 
but there is an aſſurance in her beha- 
viour, a freedom in her air, which 
takes off all that femality which is 
pleaſing i in her ſex, and renders her, in in 

my eyes, altogether diſguſting. I do 
not like to ſee too much courage in 
women; yet I would not have them 
ſcream at a ſpider, and ſhrink at the 
fight of a frog, a creature infinitely 
more harmleſs than themſelves : No, 
I would have them preſerve that en- 
chanting ſofineſs, that amiable timi- 
dity, which courts our protection, and 
throws them quite defenceleſs into our 
arms. juſt ſuch a lovely creature is 
Mrs. Aſtell; (he has no affected fears, 
no imaginary terrors ; ſhe is as artleſs 
as ſhe is amiable. The modeſt glow 
of unſullied virtue damaſks her beau- 


teous 
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teous cheek, and the riſing ſmile of 
conſcious innocence brightens her 
charming features; yet that winning 
ſmile was ſometimes obſcured by a 
momentary gloom, which ſeemed to 
reſult rather from a train of diſagreea- 
ble thoughts ruſhing into her mind,; 
than from any deſire, on her fide, to 
encourage melancholy ideas. She 
looked, indeed, as if ſhe would have 
diſmiſſed all ſuch ideas if it had been. 


in her power. 


"i aſked ker, venturing, at the ſame 
time, to preſs her hand, what had oc- 
cafioned ſo ſudden a change i in her -# 


She replied, 10 Ie; is not always- _y 
c ſible for us to command our looks, 
« though we wiſh they were not ſo. 
"op an of a our e 


LY 


«© Yau: 
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« You do not then feel fo happy as as 
« I wiſh you to be,” faid . | 


* ] confeſs I am not happy,” replied 
the, -<* when I think that I ſhall ſoon 
« loſe Miſs Hates. 4 | 


What, is the going to be et 


No; but her Father, who is ex- 
ceedingly fond of her, and whoſe chief 
joy ſhe has been ſince the death of her 
mother, cannot ſpare her any longer.— 
When the is gone, I ſhall have no 
friend. | T 


Let me fupply her labs; faid E . 


At that inſtant, one of thoſe . 
ing ſmiles, which I have juſt men- 


toned, gleamed over her fine expreſlive 
features. 


«© No Woman, ies 1 can poſs 
« bly ſupply my dear Mariannès place 
| ' | in 


| 
| 
5 


in my heart; no Man, certainly Lan 


fection, replied ſhe, the ſtricteſt Huſ- 
band may, I think, admit of a female 
friend, provided ſhe is a woman of an 
unblemiſhed reputation. 
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* expect to ſucgeed her.“ 


How? 8 I; do Hulbands 
allow of ſuch violent friendſhips? and 


do they not, by ſuch an allowance, ex- 

cdlude themſelves from the fame right 

| ____ over the hearts of their Wives, as they 
are entitled to over their perſons ?. 


If no other man 7 a Wife's af. 


What, then, will you think. 1 me, 
who, as I am determined never to 
marry a woman on whom I do not 
doat, -am alſo determined never to 
marry a woman whoſe heart is not 
entirely mine. I could not bear to 


have my Wife diſcover any affection 
for 
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for the moſt amiable female friend in 
the univerſe. 


She made no anſwer. Mrs. Ofwald 
joined us; and the converſation took a 
different turn. | 


I ſpoke only what I really thought, 
but I fancied that it diſconcerted her: 
Vet why ſhould I fancy ſo? I dare ſay 
ſhe neyer thinks about me, This Miſs 
Hales, this Marianne, engroſſes her 
whole heart; that heart which A4/e!! 
has loſt by his unaccountable indiffe- 
rence, by his barbarous negle&.—Had 
it been my fortune to have ſeen her firſt, 
how tenderly ſhould I have cheriſhed 
her, how extravagantly ſhould I have 
loved her !—But, perhaps, this Miſs 
Hales would even then have been her 
favourite, and would have claimed, 
from the privilege of friendſhip, a 
thouſand little attentions, every one of 

which, 
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which, I ſhould have ſuppoſed due to 
me alone. I deteſt theſe female friends, 
they are an abominable tribe; and I 
fincerely believe that they have pa- 
x rated many a couple, who might have 
1 been, without their friendly offices, un- 
| interruptedly happy.—I do not, in- 
deed, rank Miſs Hales among the miſ- 
chievous female friends of the age, but 


— I wiſh Mrs. Aſtell was not ſo cloſe- 
ly attached to her. 


I am, 


* 


= F Dear Gray, 


Yours, &c. 


F 7 
* 
- 
ww 


e OT. 
r 
From the Same to the Fame. 


AFARIANNE is {till here, and 
perpetually at Mrs. Aſtell's 


fr :lbow ; I would give a good deal to 
ue Have Miſs Hales otherwiſe engaged; I 
e- m ſometimes ſtrongly inclined to make 


love to her myſelf, on purpoſe to keep 
er out of miſchief; yet ſhe has a 
over, I fancy, in Randolph, who is a 
ery pretty young fellow : She does 
not, however, pay much regard to him; 
o more, I imagine, than ſhe would 
ay to me: But if I could draw her 
rom Mrs. Aſtell, I might do ſome + 
good; that is, I might binder them 
rom caballing, and enjoy more of the 
onverſation of the latter, without a 
hird perſon, who is now eternally 
running 


„ E ONE CO ' 
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running to her friend, and has no lei- 
ſure to liſten to any body elſe. 


Aﬀtell and Lady Freelbve begin to be 
weary of each other: Each of them 
ſeems to be diſpoſed to a new amour; 
they both declare that there never 
paſſed any tenderneſſes between them, 
but nobody believes them, I fancy; nor 
1 ate they in the leaſt anxious about the 
credibility of their declarations ; ' Afe!/ 
[ is too careleſs to trouble himſelf about 
Fl what the world ſays of him; and Lady 
Freelove, like a high bred Woman of 
1 Quality, is above it. She has, in truth, 
given the world ſo much room to talk 
of her, that it would be no eaſy matter 
to ſilence its cenſures. She begins to 
be fond of Randolph, of Sir Villiam 
Frampton, and, in a word, of every 
other man; ſhe is a downright Man- 
TGT, and her chief delight is in our 


2 


i} 
I} 


\ ; 


— ol 
* 
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ſex: She has attacked me ſeveral times, 


but I have hitherto found means to 
ſhy off. There is ſomething ſo very 
odious, ſo extremely diſguſting; in the 
behaviour' of a licentious woman, a 
libertine in petticoats, that it turns the 


edge of my appetite in a moment. You 
will call me, perhaps, a ſqueamiſn fel- 


low, George, but I poſitively aſſure you, 
that I would rather claſp a common 
proſtitute in my arms, who can coy it 


handſomely, than one of theſe intrepid 


married women, who are received, in- 
deed,” every where by people of cha- 
rater, but who are always leering in- 


vitation, and giving ſufficient encou- 


ragement to every man who comes in 
their way. How widely different from 


ſuch women is Mrs. Aftell ? She, with 


uncommon provocations from the moſt 
diſſolute of Huſbands, conducts herſelf 


with a diſcretion hardly to be met with 


in 


24 be Unrasmonanie WIr E. 


in any age. I would give the world 
to know if ſhe loves her Huſband ; if 
the ever loved him; I am eagerly de- 
Grous:to-be acquainted with every par- 
© ticular relating to them; yet I do not 
ſee in what manner my wiſhes can be 
gratified, Could I but worm myſelf 
into Mrs. Aftell's confidence, could I 
but make a friendſhip with her, ſhe 
might, perhaps, be in time prevailed 
on to let me into all thoſe ſecrets, of 
which I long moſt impatiently to be 
informed: While Miſs Hales is here, 
I ſhall be in a hopeleſs condition; there 
is no other woman with whom ſhe 
has any intimacy, except Mrs. Ofwald - 
Fam not, however, fo much afraid of: 
| her, as of Marianne. | 


Lady Freebve * 2 0 per- : 
ſide Mrs. Aſtell to follow her. exam- 
on but I think ſhe; will not; I do 


not 


4. 2 * 
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not believe the can- poſſibly become ſo 
abandaned a creature: And yet, if her 


reſerve ſhould proceed from a natural 


coglneſs, from mere jinſenſibility, the 
has nat half the merit I allow her; the 
will not alſo have half the charms I 


allow her; for, in my opinion, the wo- 


man vcho cannot be fondly—violently— 
nay even romantically attached to a 


man, is no object deſerving his atten- 


tion. From hence chiefly ariſes my 
averſion to the generality of looſe 
women, who, being ſtrongly addicted. 
to voluptuouſneſs, have no reliſh for the 
exquiſite pleaſures which thoſe of the 
molt refined delicacy are alone capable 
of enjoying, and are commonly the 
leaſt ſentimental beings in the creation. 
It will ever be my with to ſee the 
woman, whoſe- perſon I like, as warm 
in. her feelings for me as I am for her, 


but I ſhall ever with, at the fame time, 


Vol. I. ' C to 
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to ſee her warmth under the cortection 
of Delicacy. You will tell me, pro- 
bably, that I deſire impoſſibilities; but 
I am of another opinion. 1 have 2 
ſtrange notion that Mrs. Aſtell is the 
very woman, in ſearch of whom Þ have 
long employed myſelf. She is, it is 
true, married, yet ſhe has got a con- 
founded bad Huſband, and ſo; ee 


. eien en for i N e 

a : 3534 je: 
- wy | Your ra, doltnee 
, i | 5 6040 * | 8 
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a pr; 
* 2. 8. Joſt ants moment I have been 
vg informed, that Miſs Hales ſets oft 

to-morrow. Mrs. Aſtell herſelf 
gave me the information, almoſt 
woith tears] in her eyes. I 


| E + alſo. have read her departure in 
dhe face ot * 1 lores 
SORE by . Mart- 


M. — l 
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Marianne, and ſhe loves hom? 
_ why 'Mrs. Aﬀell, who pines, and 
os and whimpers after ano- 
_ ther woman. Curſe theſe Female 


w# 


F 
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LETTER IV. 
Mrz. A211 £3 Miſt Hats. 
Tis impoſlible, my dear Ane, 


to tell you how much you are 


already milled by your Maria; and 


how I wander about from place to 
place in a vain ſearch after a deareſt 
Friend. 


Mr. Byron is continually hurrying 
after me—He tells me, that he will 


_ ſupply your place; but that, you know, 


is not to be done; he ought rather to 


ſupply mine. Indeed, my Dear, deli- 


cate as my ſentiments are with regard 
to female affection, you cannot, I think, 
be blamed for diſcovering a decent de- - 
gree of it for a man fo very amiable. 
as Mr. Byron is. A few trifling indiſ- 
cretions in our behaviour to ſuch a 
ct Eel man. 


” 
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man are pardonable. His perſon, his 
manners, and his addreſs, all combine 
to render him particularly pleaſing ; 
and as my dear Maria is equally agree- 
able, how can he avoid fingling ber 
out, as ſhe has diſtinguiſhed Bim. 


We walked in the ſhrubbery laſt _ 
night abeve an hour, and talked of 
you. The nightingales ſung over our 
heads. He was remarkably inquiſitive 
about your diſpoſition, humour, and 
taſte; fo very curious, indeed, my Dear, 
that I thought him rather impertinent; 
and yet he was exceedingly agree- 
able. 


4 41 walked till I Was almoſt weary. 
You know how fond I am of thoſe 
ſequeſtred ſpots in a garden, which 
commonly throw. the mind into a 
der tranquillity. 2 32 c 
C 3 Juſt 


* 
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Juſt where I was beginning to enjoy 
'that compoſure, after a day ſpent in 
a crowd of mixed, and not very eligi- 


ble company, ſome few excepted, 
Byron Joined me. 1 v6 


After having chaned with me a 
good while, he aſked me if I was not 


tired with walking; if I would not t fit 
down? 


I told him it was time to return to 
the houſe ; but he intreated me ſo 
earneſtly to ſtay a little longer, chat 1 
complied at firſt, merely becauſe I. felt 
a deſire to oblige him; nor did I re- 
pent of that deſire, for he was unuſually 
entertaining. I faney you are his Fa- 
vourite, as he ſaid more than once, 
that he ſhould be glad to have as ſtrict 
a friendſhip with you as IJ had. I told 
| him ſuch a friendſhip could not -paſ- 

gp] 32 . 9 
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fibly be accompliſhed without an at- 
tachment of a different nature. 


\ He'then aſked me, if I thought there 
could be a Friendſhip between the two 


Sexes, without the intermixture of a 
ſofter paſſion? 


ph replied, that I had many doubts 
concerning ſuch a Friendſhip. 


* 


He anſwered, rather warmly, You 
are miſtaken; Madam; there may be a 
very affectionate Friendſhip, unaccom- 
panied with the diighteſt e of 
the 1 8 


We pe IP) on the pans for 5 
conſiderable time; the night came on, 
the dew, aroſe, and he, fancying I 
ſhould get cold, made no. reſiſtance to 
my propoſal to go home; but I could 
not hinder him from putting a clean 
white pocket handkerchief round my 


C 4 neck, 


11 


3 _ 4 wi 9 LY Sas ab ee 9 
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neck, to keep me from ing affected 
by the damps. 


I made a ſtrong oppoſition, ieffing 
bim, that his care was entirely un- 
neceſſary z but in vain; he perſiſted. 


Too much care cannot be taken of 


you, faid he; and as the man who 


_ ought to watch over you with the 


utmoſt tenderneſs and aſſiduity, neg- 
lecks the performance of fo pleaſing a 
daty, I maſt undertake it myſelf, and 


nk gov arent to oppoſe me: 


7 thought him in the wrong here; 


© for, however negligently and ankindly | 
a Huſband may behave, his Wife ſhould 


tot encourage any other man to com- 
plaim of him to her. I told him, 
therefore, that F faw no faults in Mr. 


ell and that ſappoſing I bad fern 


any in him, it was not the buftrreſs of 


dis Friend to remind me of them. 


It 
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It is certainly my duty, as Aſtell's 
Friend, anſwered he, to point out thoſe 
errors of his, which may, if repeated, 
be attended with very W ea 
conſequences. 


| To him alone, then, Sir, you ſhould: 
point them out, ſaid L and not to his 
Wife. 


I I ſtand: Grating: Madam; replied. 
he, with. a. low bow, and yield to 
your ſupetior judgment: But where 
is the Wife, yourſelf. excepted, whe 
dan forgive: an. indifference, of which: 


no other man in the world. can poſs - 
ſibly be guilty to her? 


Now, my Dear, this was the only 
part of the converſation which I diſ- 
liked: Was he not quite wrong, in 
pointing out Mr. Aſtell's faults to ne 
which are, indeed, between you and: 


C 5. me, 


19 
[1 
* 


34 The UNFASHIONABLE WIV. 


me, viſible enough; but I wiſh not to 
appear to ſee them: I wiſh to forget 
them. —I turned the converſation: 
immediately,. and Byron became quite 
as agreeable as he was before; though 
I begin to think that he has taken 
vp too much of my paper; but 1 
imagine that you will be pleaſed to 
Hear every. little particular concern- 
ing the behaviour of a man, whom. 
you have, in your own mind, dif- 
tinguiſhed from the reſt of your Ad- 
mirers. 


_ l 
_ " =_ - a = 
— — — — a — — — 
— — . — ,,,, , r 
- 
Co 


— 


KReandblph is as melancholy i in your 
SE as I am; nor.can all the no- 
tice, with which Lady Freelove fa- 
vours him, make him in the leaſt live- 

. 4y. I really wiſh her Ladyſhip would 
remove herſelf. from our part of the 
country, not that I am now rendered 
uneaſy on ber account, with Mo. 


3 8 2 15 Mell. 
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Aſtell, but I have heavy complaints 
againſt her. Since your departure, 
ſhe has teazed me extremely with her 
company; ſhe is perpetually coming 
hither, and endeavours, whenever ſhe 
does come, to perſuade me to accom- 
pany her in her parties of pleaſure ; 
parties which are certainly to be avoid- 
ed, as I may, by complying with her 
Ladyſhip's entreaties,, throw. myſelf. 
into improper ſituations, in ſpite of all 
my circumſpection, and be. expoſed. 
to a great deal of impertinence, if 
nothing worſe ſhould happen. In- 
deed, L look upon the infidelity of a. 
Huſband, . . diſagreeable as it is, a very 
trifling conſideration, compared with 
the miſchiefs naturally to be expected 
from an intimacy with a woman of 
a. looſe diſpoſition : Though I am-not 
inclined. to, ſubſcribe, to the opinions . 
of, thoſe Ladies, who, . oddly enough, 


gar hs CG 2 imagine, 


—— ing familiar with them, we gradually 
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imagine, that even the breath of ſuch 
wornen is cofitagious. — I hope I am 
not at all in a way to be corrupted by 
Lady Freelove; but I think it is not an 
 eafy taſk to keep up « thoroughly be- 
_ coming charaQter, in the company of 

a perſon who has no reputation to loſe. 

We are not only liable to the fneers of 

a cenſorious world, by mixing with 

people who act with a total diſre- 

gard of all cenfure, we are liable 
_ alfo to infolent liberties from the men 
of profeſſed gallantry about town, 
who, not withoat ſome reafon, ſuppoſe 
that ſhe who affociates with a licen- 
tous woman, has not very rigid ideas 
— Concerning female honour.—By mix- 
mg with vicious characters, and grow« 


Jopk on Vice with leſs and leſe ab- 
| Hprrcence, and fo ſlide, imperceptibly, 
inds the commilſion of actions, the 


bare 
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bare thoughts of which, before, almoſt 
' Made us ſhudder. By fo doing, we 
ſtrongly prejudice all the reputable part 
of the world againſt us: The fickle- 
neſs of a Huſband may. be endured; 
but to feel ourſelves leſſened in our 
own eyes, as well as in thoſe of the 
world, — ſach an humiliation is in- 
tolerable. Is a Wife io be indiſcreet, 
becauſe her Huſband does not behave 
to her in the manner ſhe wiſhes? No, 
furely —Mr. Afeell s inconſtancy, my 
Dear, would give me no uneaſineſo, 
if he did not oblige me to keep im- 
proper company: Beſides, while you: 
was with me, Lady Freelave could not 
be quite ſo teazing ; you kindly ſhared 
her impertinence, and confidetably re- 
heved me; but in your abſence I am 
left entirely to her mercy ; for Mrs. Of- 
weld is, by ſome means or other, al- 
wy engaged. She. ſpends a great 


deal 
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deal of her time quite alone, and yet 
there is no woman more formed to 
: pleaſe, or more capable of entertain- 
ing, by her converſation. Sir Willium 
Frampton thinks her extremely con- 
verſible, and would be as glad to enjoy 
a little more of her ſociety, as J ſhould 
be, but ſhe puts us both off with ſe 
much good humour, that we cannot 
poſſibly quarrel with her, though we 
are both half angry with her, he as 
her Lover, and I as her Friend; yet I 
think 7 have moſt reaſon to com- 
plain, as no woman is obliged to like a 
man whether ſhe will or no. Sir Wits 
lum is, undoubtedly, a very agreeable 
man, bat if e cannot think him ſo, 
the will be highly cenſurable if ſhe. con- 
ſents to be married to him: As ſhe 
has been once married againſt her in- 
elination, it is time ſhe} ſhould no- 


row” Hentai. Mr. Bm, and I have 
| a great: 
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a great deal of converſation upon this 
ſubject. He. ſays, that he would not 
marry. the fineſt woman in the world, 
if he did not love her; and if ſhe had 
not ſufficiently convinced him, by her 
behaviour, that ſhe loved im to an 

extravagant degree. He allo declares, 
that he ſhall require the moſt indiſput- 
able ſigus of tenderneſs in the woman 
whom he chuſes for his Wife, before 
his marriage, as a diſappointment. af- 
terwards would be inſupportable. You 
ſee, therefore, my. dear Marianne, 
what will be expected from you, by 
this agreeable man. if 2 pretend to 
his heart. 


In ConxrIxuvATTOox. 


I was prevented from finiſhing my 
letter, by Mr. Byron, who came into 
my drefling - room to beg he may 
have the pleaſure of my company in 

his 


et out to take a view of a fine Caſcade, 
about two miles off. I heſitated a 
moment concerning the propriety of 
appearing always with the fame per- 


r , , A DG TA ag 20s ee AS SOA END 94 — x — — 
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his poſt-chaiſe to-morrow, when we 


ſon; but upon his looking very ſerious, 


and on his repeating his intreaties, I 


conſented, believing that he only wiſhed 
for an opportunity to rene his con- 


verſation with regard to you, my Dear; 
which muſt always give pleaſure tio 


Your ſincere, 


and very. affectionate Friend; 


Magi AsTELL. 


I. ET. 


if 41 | 
LETTER. V. 


Col. FRAMPTON to Jonx FR AMP - 
TON, Ei: at Paris. 


Dogs: my dear Fact, I cannot 
poſſibly think of taking your ad- 
vice: J cannot, in ny fituation, think 
of aſking Mrs. Oſwald the queſtion 
which lies neareſt my heart, nor of 
quartering myſelf, to talk like a ſol- 
dier, on her jointure. | You tell me, 
that Love excuſes every thing, and 
that in caſe of a deficiency in point 
of Fortune, Inclination will ſupply 
At. But I ſhall diſcover very little 
affection for her, I imagine, if I 
make propoſals which muſt glacingly 
appear intereſted ones. I am ſo fear- 
ful, indeed, of encouraging her to 
_ my . paſſion: for her, that 1 
"behave 
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behave with a reſerve and a reſtraint, 
which are quite painful to me. My 
behaviour 1s certainly very particular, 
and 1 ſometimes fancy it is not pleaſ- 
ing to her. It is no eaſy matter for 
me, who feel the full force of her at- 
tractions, to conduct myſelf, in every 
ſhape, with the ſtricteſt propriety: 
Another man; altogether indifferent a- 
bout her, would not find his taſk half 
ſo difficult. Beſides, while one Brother 
makes an open avowal of his paſſion, 
can anotber, without revolting againſt 
juſtice, endeavour to ſupplant him? 
Sir William has behaved” in the moſt 
friendly manner to me; I cannot, 
therefore, attempt to deprive him of 
the only woman whom he admires.— 
Were I, indeed, to make any efforts 
of that kind, they would be moſt 
bably unſucceſsful. Why ſhould 
imagine that Mrs. Ofwald- would 
- WW: 8 liſten 
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liſten to me rather than to Sir Wil- 
liam? He is every way formed to 
pleaſe, and /he has doubtleſs a ſuſcep- 
tible heart; and though ſhe refules 
to comply with his wiſhes at preſent, 
ſhe may not really be ſo averſe to 
him as he ſuppoſes her to be. If I. 
who am exceedingly enamoured with 
her perſon and manners, appear fo 
cold, fo inſenſible to her charms; 
ſhe, as a woman, may, with {till 
greater propriety, conceal her ſen- 
ſations. She may think it indelicate 
to diſcover her feelings in the way 
which moſt Lovers with to have their 
Miſtreſſes expreis them - I have, 
therefore, a glimmering of hope; 
and I would leave Aſtell- Place were 
I not detained by an unaccountable 
deſire to reſide here, though my 
reſidence is attended with many diſ- 
quietudes. — What ſtrange, incon- 
| ſiſtent 
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ſiſtent creatures. we are? — How dif- 
ferent do 1 from what I 
actually am? Without the leaſt du- 


plicity, ee I can ſabſcribe 
an. 


88 85 Tur very affectionate Brother, 


H. FaAMPTON. 
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L E T T E R VI 
*. Hauzs to Ire, Rergis. 


OUR laſt letter, my dear Maria, 
has taught me two things of which 
I "was ignorant before. In the firſt 
place, I find I have been to blame, by 
diſcovering a partiality for Mr. Byron, 
even to vn. In the rend, you have 
made me ſee, though quite undefign- 
edly, I believe, that he is extremely 
attached to y, and that you are, by 
no means, ſo indifferent about him, as 
you imagine you are. But whatever 
yau may think of him yourſelf, forget, 
I beſecech you, that I euer preferred 
him to any other man. I have long 
been of opinion, that you are the only 
woman in the world faitable' to his 
taſte. He is perfectly eonvinced of _ 
- ſeitablenes to him; but as you are 


married, 
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married, my dear Maria, and are not, 
I am willing to believe, inclined-to give 
improper encouragement to any man, 
he cannot reaſonably hope to be con- 
nected with you in the manner he 
_ wiſhes.—I have had, I-confeſs; in con- 
ſequence of your ſituation, and bis be- 
haviour to me, the weakneſs to ima- 
gine, that he looked upon your friend 
with partial eyes; I have now found 
out my miſtake: I ought to have con- 
ſidered that your ſuperiority, in every 
reſpect, could not but determine his 
choice entirely in your favour ; though. 
ite is a choice which he cannot pru- 
dently declare. Vet ſince I am ac- 
quainted with it, I am too much of 
his own way of thinking, to wiſh. to 
be united to a perſon who does not pre- 
fer me to all the world. Do not call 
me proud, Maria; but I muſt inſiſt 
A the whole heart of the man to 


whom 


14 * 
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whom 1 give my hand; * 48 Mr. 
Byron's ov is, unqueſtionably, en- 
gaged, I ſhall look upon him, only as 
tlie Lover of my F tiend: PFaidon © me 
for adding, ne if ſhe 1 is AS ſenſible of 
bis Perfections as be is of hers, the n may 
be throwhi, perhaps, into dangerous. 
ſituations, though I have too high an 
opinion of her diſcretion, to believe 
that ſhe will ever plunge herſelf into 
any injurious to het honour, by an at- 
tachment, which, while it is agreeable 

to her inclination, is condemned by her 
reaſages is AM A4 


As to Lady Freelove, E conſider, her, 
my dear Mrs. Aſtell, as a woman to- 
tally uhworthy of your intimacy ; and 
as you have a very nice part to act, you 
are hardly ſafe with ſuch a woman, as 
a mere acquaintance ; at the time | 
1 are diſpoſed to vindicate the 


manners 
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manners of ſuch Women by their be- 
haviour to them, they are, en 


| capable of d doing a great deal of == 


chief. As you are thus circumſtanced, | 
you cannat do 'better, Ipelieve, than to 


| tun Lady Freelove as much as paſf- 


ble, "without offending her, and. to treat 
her with a reſerve Gicietnly » veiled by 
politeneſs not to be obſerved by ber. 


You are del icately ſituated, LY you 
cannot, 1 date . want any all 

from f 
SA Your ever een 
MARIANNE Harxs. 


P. S. 1 think 1 © can navel at, "the 
© © cauſe of Mrs. Ofwald's ae 


' *for retirement; but J 9 
ON. 
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Mrs. Aron Fo My fr Harze. 


T Thank y Wo Meriame for her 
kind Letter, though it has much 
Wes me to find that 1 have deceived 
myſelf; but yet the ſuperior pene- 
tration of my Friend may prove ex- 
tremely ſerviceable to me. As to 
Mr. :Byran's ſentiments concerning me, 
I: will not pretend to determine about 
them; I' only know that he has ap» 
peared to me in I am afraid too 
agreeable. a light. My. utmoſt en- 
deavours, therefore, | ſhall be exerted. 
to ſuppreſs every improper ..ſenſation 
in his favour, and to eanceal even 
thoſe which I may be allowed to diſ- 
cover. Vet it is ĩmpoſſühle to ſee ſo 
many attractions, ſo much aſſiduity, 

Vor. J. without 


— 
— 
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without feeling ſome emotions, wh ich 
I wiſh never to feel, as you have 
convinced me that Oy cannot bo 
7 prudentiy indul gelt. 


Lord and Lady F 2 give me 
mpre trouble than ever. © How eafily, 
my Dear, are we diſguſted at the 
importunities of the man whom we de- 
teſt ! How criminal is it to be charmed 
with the attentions of the man with 
whom we cannot help being pleaſed ! 
— Not that Byron has ever mentioned 
_ a ſyllable with which I could juſtly be 
"offended 3+ but — What ſhall I fay? 
Shall 1 confeſs a weakneſs which I 
_ ought, perhaps, to conceal even from 
you ?—Yes, I will communicate to my 
dear Marianne every ſecret ' of my 
heart. I am afraid I ſhould not be 
ſorry if he had. I hope to atone for 
. this confeſſion, by promiſing to do all 
Re Cm e eee e 
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in my power to conquer a ptepoſſeſſion 
not to be admitted in ny ſituation; a 
epoſſefion which I can not, I fear, 
indulge, without being gullty of a cri- 
minal proceeding. Iflatter myſelf, that 
'T ſhall never mention Mr. Afel's infi- 
delities, in order to juſtify any devia- 
tions, on my fide, from the paths of 
Virtue. I once fondly imagined, that 
he had entirely broke off his connection 
'with Lady Fah but 1 find I am 
'miſtaken. I am forry for it. One has 
more hopes, I think, of that man's re- 
formation, who is continually chang- 
ing his object, than of bis who is 
firmly attached to a particular woman. 
However, I am quite at a loſs to know 
what is for the beſt ; of this I am ſure, 
I am very unhappy; yet I am ever 
Yours moſt affectionately, 
n M. As TEIL. 
| | Ba: - P. S. 
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P. S. Mr. Aftell has ſuddenly e 
it into his head to go to Town, 


on purpoſe to ſee the Fire- works 


at Ranelagb: Every bod but 
Mr. Byron and 1 arc. againſt the 
© *Javency... Do not imagine now, 
my dear Marianne, that I. am 

_ againſt it merely becauſe he is. 
1 really prefer the country, at this 

_ delightful ſeaſon of the year, 

be fineſt amuſements hich 

| London, or any of i its environs, 


can produce. Cari I hel pa fimi- 


e of Taſte ? | 
DIR e, tioifeahd 
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LETTER vm. 


Mp. By non n sir Steno our. | 
| Nauru was PIES ſo 1 a. 
Wife as Mrs. Aſtell—ſo much 
the, worſs for her poor devil of a 
Loyer, who deſpairs of ſhaking the 
felt) which che ſeems determined 
to preſerve to her Huſband. Yet, 
though-h have ao hopes, I do not find 
my . inelination diminiſh;z. ho ſhould 
it, when the: lbvely, object of my paſ- 
fan appears, every-days mor and more 

amiable? That very reſerve, df Which 


I complain, increaſes both my affec- 

tion and my efteem; I die to acquaint 
| her with my-paſſion for her, but as 1 
am fure the would not liſten to me 
upon 2hat” ſubject, 1 never open my 
Ne Jam half mad, how 
D 3 ever, 


- 


*% 
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ever, to ſit by, and tamely ſee her 
churliſh Huſband ho, were he not 


married to her, would be the firſt to 


admire her - treat her with the ut- 


moſt | contempt ---- with e | 


TONER 304 TH: 


Lady 1 was "here 2 LN 
ad e to fee. Mrs, Aftell's laſt 
new fack, from à mere fooliſh fe- 


male not. to Gay idle ---curiofity. : 


105 fetch it down. He 


Abel in a commanding tone, bade: 1 
ought to hare 
diſpatched one of tlie ſervants upon 


. that-errand;” dot the, "my dene 


3 


The ee obernias; while, te. 


; ſpread her ſack out, to ſhew it to the 


greater advantage, that her foot the. 


_ prettieſt in the world - happened, by 
accident, to 0; Ut, rudely uy! 


* $a | | 1 her 


= 
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5 her almoſt down, ſaying, at the ſame 
| time, What an extravagant toad you 
are to trample gon your gown! 


Pest Mr. Afell, cried the ſweetly- 
bluſhing, trembling creature, looking 
both abaſhed and frightened at his 
violence dear Mr. fell, I am wah 
ow bet 9 was r an accident. 


bo > re your accidents, ahfijered he, ä 


firioallyz—-but T ſuppoſe you think 
you cannot Se k Jour 1 faſt 


2 | 
enough. Du, #3 
— 5 R N : ils N 


She * no reply, but Fama 
away her head to conceal. her tears. 
I aſked him how he could treat ſuch an 


amiable; a creature ſo roughly? 


F EEE. 4 


Gentle, do you call her? replied. 
he; aye, they all appear gentle till they 
ſe A clever opportunity to be other- 

D4 | wil, 
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wiſe, and then they are ready exiough 
to ſhew their ill humours. 


Mew ot bave caned the Raſcal, with 
all my foul; for my breath was abſo- 
lately thrown away upon him; there 
is no reaſoning! witk ſuch a Fellow, 
Vo ſeartely underſtands the meaning 
of the word. The malicious devil; 


Freelove, had a ſneering laugh upon 


Her face, which made even her fine 
features look forbidding. I wonder 


73 8 why a woman fo ſenſible, and. ſo ca- 


pable of giving pleaſure, will venture 
to mnder Herſelf ugly, in order to en- 
jo mani triumph over ſb lovely, fo 
ee fo! excellent a woman as 
Mrs. Afel,. who is, however; on. ac- 


count of her ſhining Virtues, not to be 


injured by her abfird Ridicule; for 
| 28 5 muſt always lofe its force, 
| ky when 


AST SF 
21 


a object. 


"EI out of the room after the 


dear injured woman, $ ftopped- her, 
took the ſack from | her. with one hand,. 


and, while I called, her own ſervant,. 
ventured to preſs 1 her to my. boſom with. 
the other, - in the melt affectionate 
manner, by way of letting her ſee 


| how bocerely, 1 Was affected by 1 0 


il. treatment ſhe had received, 4 
how exceedingly 1 pitied | her. ae 


4 ac — 


A roſy bluſh covered her charming 
ſaee and neck, white the gently diſen- 


ge bilden gan. Nen of - 


2 L 5 10 14 43 


2 On che af 1 175 of des Placer 
wag. ner only reply; but whe» 
Ee ſigh ran ro bes Geiog 
any; plegl 1 watmuh of m 
e le e or 
8 
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When it is levelled at a | deſerving 
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was occaſioned. by her fefletions upon 


the brutality of her Huſband's carriage, 


| I dare not pronounce. To her Love 1 


do not pretend to aſpire at preſent; 


her Friendſhip I ardently covet, as the 
choiceſt gift Fortune has in ſtore for 


me; a gift which 1 would purchaſe 
with my life. She appears to be 
touched with my attentions, yet ſhe is 

more reſerved, and! more ſhy of me 


than uſual; however, I cannot help 


diſcoverin; 8. let” her or Afelt think 
as they — cannot help diſcover- 
8 ſenſations I feel at his beba - 
ta hen and at her ſufferings---if 
really daes ſuffer, from hid want 
of love for her, and from the pre- 


ference” which be gives to other wo- 


men. From bis want of Love, indeed, 
Tt do ot belle ve khat her fifferit 


cali! be very great; bis "mortifyi ing 
n 


* "thay" 8 ber Vanity, "at 
wound 
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wound her Pride, but I am not of opi- 
nion, that ſhe feels the ſlighteſt 280 
elination for bim. 


What is Life without HER! With- 
out that tender union of hearts, which 
is accompanied with thrilling tranſ- 
ports never to be deſcribed ? And 
muſt this fine creature, whoſe ſenſibi- 
Tity is fo delightfully expreſſed in every 
glance of her ſentimental eyes, in 
every feature of her lovely face, re- 
plete at once with beauty and with 
benevolence, and glowing always at 
the ſight of me, as if her bluſhes were 
intended to apologize for the diſ- 
covery of emotions, which ſhe---vainly 
ftriving to reſiſt the impulſes of Na- 
ture wiſhes to conceal. Muſt this. 


fine creature, with all her lovelineſs, 
all her excellences, pine away the 
beft part of her life, when' tides of 

e Yu - 


a 
«, % - 
* 


| 
| 


more, for taking ſo much pains to 
render herfelf — of my eſteem: 


_ GaticfaQory 1 
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vyouthful blood ſwell. her azure veins, 
and when the animating voice of Plea- 


ſure urges her to enjoy every mo- 


ment, Forbid it, Nature! and for- 
bid it, Love she may, perhaps, 
after all, feel tender ſenſations in my 
favour, but think it proper moſt care- 
*ully to endeavour to hide them from 

Her Diſcretion is certainly e qual 


1 7 125 Beauty. 1. admire her the 


.S 


Yet I Mould love ber Br] would 
ſhe now. and then be guilty of thoſe 
enchantin; g ee which are 


Ez 4 © 


| than the - moſt ample 9 


ſtronger chan all — proteſtations in 


che univerſe. A look, a word, a ſigh, 


a returned preſſure of hand, are more 
than all the vows and pro- 


| miles . W I ſhall 


Ever 


- 
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ever be ſo happy as to find Mrs. 
Aﬀtell giving me ſuch figns, ſuch 
proofs, I cannot fay---I rather think 
I ſhall never taſte ſo much felicity, 
for ſhe appears more indifferent than 
ever: Vet I do aſſure you, I would 
not ſtay here a moment longer, but 
upon her account. Were ſhe left a- 
lone i in the power of this fellow, the: 
conſequences . reſulting from his in 
uſage might be fatal. He has Pro- 
poſed going to town to- morrow, in 
4 to be at Ranelagh in the even- 
I hate Landan at this time of 
5 5 bur I muſt follow, Mrs. Alte ll. 
on purpoſe to watch over her, like 
her Guardian Angel. A we 
= meet ; ; till ws 


5 * . 
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F. rom the, Same 10 the Same. 177 


1 Called upon you twice, but you 

was not to be ſeen—T ſhould have 
been, indeed, a very dull companion 
Bad 1 found you at home. There is 
nothing which puts à man of any 
ſenſibility out of humour ſo ſoon, 
and ſo completely, as the indifference 
of the woman whom he loves. Mrs. 
Hell Ras diſcovered Ber indifference 
to à degree, Which has deprived me 
e . | 

ili 


1 24 5 : 
1 4 * ” at wo 


Abel; 3 


We went io town: 


Lady Freelove in his phatton, and 
I intreated Mrs. Aſtell to let me have 


A ſeat by Rer in my poſt- chaiſe; but 
the "ejcQed both me and my carriage 


into the an: And though Mrs. 
Qſwald, 


5 7 
, PER : | T4 


The UnxasnionABLe Wire. 63 


_ Ofweld, from an uncommon piece of 
condeſcenſion, had agreed to go with 
Sir William Frampton, this capri- 
cious woman ordered her own poſt- 
ebach, and obliged the Baronet and 
the Lady to be of her party. Framp- 
ton could have killed her, I verily 
believe; he looked at ber her 
Huſband | himſelf could not have 
booked at her with A more Jour ur face. 
che Whole day: She only ceaſed to 
frown when "Sic William told the 
Colonel, who rode his horſe, that he 
would rette ve him bn the next ſtage 


but one! 10 Tits 995 109 2900 
vi Heat dnn 3 1.560 e 
- On Harry's coming into the coach 


after many refuſals ſhe gave him a 
ſmile Had I received ſuch a ſmile 
from Mrs. Aſteli, I ſhould have been 
half di ſtracted with joy, ſo extremely 
4 full 


” — 
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full of meaning was it <= A fellow of 
the leaſt penetration might have _ 
thopſand conftrudtion upon: it. 80 


ral pew n 
| Well, when 5 came to Ranelagh, 
every man took the Lady whom he 
choſe, under his. Protection. I was, 
you may be ſure, going to ſeize Mrs. 
Alell. She ſhrunk from me like the 
| ſenſitive. plant, and AY her hand 
| . to Colone Fgoempton-· 

; Mrs. Ofioald. frowned. again, in FF 
manner ſufficient to ſtrike us all dead, 
if her frowns had been mortal; but, 
we. ſurvived only to torment each 
| other for the remainder of the even- 
ing. — I ſwear. I have racked my 
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very evident; that: he was the man 
of her choice, and he ſeemed fo: 
fatisfied,. ſo pleaſed Who, 'indeed;. 
would not upon ſach an-occaſion? — 
that I muſt: have been greatly: miſs 
taken in them both. — 1 ſhall not! 
interrupt them, therefore, but leave: 
them to the enjoyment of each other, 
though, I. confeſs, my diſippaint- 
ment is of the moſt mortifying: nature. 
Thoſe. people, who think themſelves 
betten than- their neighbours; will ſays 
that, I: am rightly ſerved for: having, 
endeavourech to eenruꝑt annther man's 
_ Wife. — But E had really: no ſuch 
deſign. I could never love: a: woman 
vrho would be falſe to her Huſband 
im eſſential points: Vet as it is im- 
paſſible for Mrs. Aſtell, with hen 
delicacy;. to feel any tendernefs for - 
ber brute, why may ſhe not be al- 
lowed to encourage tender ſentiments 
|; | 2 
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in favour of a man, Who, inſtead of 
abuſing her goodneſs, would adore 
her for the very virtues which oppoſe 
his happineſs ? But then, ſhe muſt 
diſcover an eſteem, 'a' friendſhip for 
him, ſuperior to What ſhe had ever 
felt for any other perſon; I will not 
except even a female Friend, who 
may, if the attachment be a ſtrong 
one, deprive a man of a great deal of a 
Miſtreſt s company, and; perhaps, of 
2 conſiderable ſhare of her heart. — 
„ No, the Woman whom I love muſt s 
de mine alone; that is, the muſt 
pPrefer me to every other perſon — Now 
1 do not find myſelf in this ſituation 
with Mrs. Afell — You will laugh at 
me, I know, but I cannot help telling 
you, that I am horridly piqued by 
"this ſudden change in her behaviour; 
ſio piqued, that 1 had a great mind 
not to return with them to Lare: 
n | _ Vain, 


- 


- 
* 
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Vain, however, are the reſolu tions of 
a man in love. One civil word fixed 

me as irrevocably her's, as if ſhe 
had declared that I was her ſale 
Favourite; and yet, after that one 
word, which had placed me again in 
the poſt- coach, ſhe took no more 
notice of me than if ſhe had never 
ſeen me in her life. Poflibly: ſhe 
was diſconcerted at Afell's., foolery 
with Lady Freelove, who forced them- 
ſelves among us. — Her Ladyſhip 
haying taken a ſudden diſlike to the 
phaẽton, which Mrs. Oſwald, not un- 
willingly I thought, mounted, when 
ſhe had prevailed on the Colonel 
to drive her, declaring loudly againſt 
Sir William's holding the reins, as 
he would not, ſhe was ſure, attend 
properly to the horſes. Whether ſhe 
defigned by that declaration to affront 


the Baronet, or to compliment the 
| Colonel, 
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Colonel, I cannot determine, but 
neither of them appeared to be pleaſed 
with ber ſpeech, or with: bis own 
fituation. They were all curſedly 
out of humour, except tlie fools before- 


mentioned, and fo we did nothing 


but ſquint at, and quarret with one 
another. And thus ends the journey 
to Lenden: Thus, too ends this 
Tetter from Wien Dotter . 
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a Hus. to Mer. owa. 


Ye o were 10 ny Res Ing 4 
* Mrs. :Q/weld, when I left Aſtell- 
Place, as to tell me, that you ſhould 
be glad to receive a line from me 
When I had nothing elſe to. do: 1 
am too ſenſible of my inability to 
entertain you with my pen; I will, 
however, do my beſt to make my 
correſpondence not diſagreeable to you. 
This Letter, indeed, is written merely 
out of friendſhip to Mrs. Aſtell, who 
complains ,exccedingly- of my having 
left her, as ſhe is, in conſequence 
of -my departure, expoſed to the com- 
pany of a neighbour of her's, whom 
nen to avoid as much as poſ- 
eng üble, 
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fible, without infringing the rules 
preſcribed by politeneſs, or obliged 
to be left frequently without any 
female companion, with her Huſ- 
band's friends and acquaintance. She 


f TOE therefore, Fit think, as ſhe is a 


very pretty woman, diſagreeably cir- 
cumſtanced. Aware, it is true, of 


her hazardous ſituation, ſhe is more 
upon her guard than many women 
would be, ſituated like her; yet how 
often have the moſt prudent women 
found themſelves entan gled in diff 
culties of the moſt trying kind? 1 
have heard men of no ſmall pene- 
tration lay, that an amiable woman, 
married in the prime of life to a 
man who diſcovers little regard for 
her, and ſurrounded: by a'number of 

agreeable flatterers, is in a a very dan- 
gefous condition. Is it not to be 
t feared, 
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feared, that, among Mrs. Aſtell's nu- 
merous admirers, one of them may 
make too deep an impreſſion upon 


her heart, already, perhaps, too much | 


ſoftened in his favour by the cut- 

ting neglect and cruel indifference 

of her every . unſuitable Huſ- 
band. 


Our valuable HP Friend is, I be- 
lieve, thoroughly diſcreet, yet it is 

more for her honour, as well as for her 
ſecurity, to be under the inſpection 


of a ſenſible and affectionate Friend, 
who would carefully watch over her 


conduct. — Be you that Friend, Ma- 
dam, as you are, from the ſtrength 


of your underſtanding, and from the 


benevolence of your diſpoſition, highly 
qualified for fo laudable an employ- 


ment, and give me the charming 
ſatisfaction to hear from my amiable 


Maria, 
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Are. Os ward to 6 Mi Hours. 


0 


War a pretty Addreſs, my dear 


Miſs Hates, have I received from 
you | But to how improper a perſon 
you have addreſſed yourſelf, 7 only, 
perhaps, can inform you. Your 
Friendſhip for our dear Mrs. Aﬀell is 
ſo pure, ſo ſincere, ſo uncommon, 


that it not only merits numberleſs 


encomiums, but an ample confeſſion 
from me of all my foibles. The 
confeſſion of them will, at once, con- 
vince you, that I am the laſt per- 
ſon to be ſingled out as a Monitreſs 
to a woman, whoſe diſcretion has 
never been queſtioned; it will ſerve, 
alſo, I hope, to render you deſirous 

Vor. I. 3 f 
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of favouring Henrietta with 
advice, as ſhe. ſtands infinitely more 
in need of it than our dear Maris. 
- I bluſh not indeed to ſay, that Mr. 
— (1 cannet bring myſelf to write 
bis name) — is the cauſe of my de- 
viation from that prudence, which 
vou ſo politely aſcribe to me; for 
| had I not imagined that he was par- 
| ticularly deſerving of my attention, 
T ſhould not, I think, my dear Mils 
Hales, have diſtinguiſhed him; yet 
I bluſh— {perhaps from pride, tho 
my bluſhes ariſe, I flatter myſelf, 
Tather from a delicacy of feeling, 
without which no woman can be, 
in my opinion, amiable,) 1 bluſh to 
be forced, in a manner, to own, that 
this man engroſſes my thoughts, and 
takes up too much of my time to 
Ng permit me to ſuperintend the ac- 
tions of other people. Beſides, how 


can 


The Unr Asien ABLE Wirz. vc - 


can 1, with any ſort of decency, 
ſcrutinize very ſtrictly into the fail- 

ings of my acquaintance, when I 
am ſenſible that I have more of my 
own- than I know how to correct? 
Mrs. Aftell, from the obſervations 
which I have made on her beha- 
viour, has. no faults; if ſhe has 
any, ſhe conceals them with an ad- 
mirable dexterity. She is a little 
ſpiteful, however, by appearing ſo 


faultleſs. a character. As the ex- 


cels ſo many of her Friends in 


perſon and accompliſhments, ſhe 


"ought to give them ſome conſolation 
for their deficiencies, by diſcovering 


a few imperfections. She would cer- 


tainly have as good an excuſe ready 
as any wife ever had, ſhould ſhe even 
violate her marriage vows; and ſhe 
almoſt deſerves the treatment which 
E2 ſhe 
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the reteides from her Huſband, 
for not running away from him. — 
Serioully, . however, I envy Mrs. 
Abel more than any Woman in 
the world; yet if I can be of the 
{lighteſt ſervice to Ber, and if you 
will promiſe me the continuance of 
your correſpondence, wu. anay 9 
command e ee 5A ,y 
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| Your very affeRionate Friend,” 
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n "a bumble Servant,” 5 
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12 P. 8. 1 FS: believe that, after 
. What I have ſaid, my dear Ma- 
rianne will. conclude it moſt 


diſereet, as well as moſt end. 
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ly, to conceal the weakneſs of 
Mrs. Ofwald, and look upon 
it. merely as the folly of Hen- 
rietta. Once R 


0 , . 
FW Adieu. 
s - 4 * , 2 
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IL E TT EA XI. 
Mr. By RON f Sir GzorGE Gray, 


WE have got a new Viſitor here, 
with whom I have endeavoured 
to make a diverſion ; a wild, thought- 
leſs, country Girl, handſome, and not 
void of ſenſe; but ſhe is rather too 
hoydeniſh: She is one of thoſe Fe- 
males who aſſume a right to ſay and 
do what they pleaſe, with a kind of 
unbluſhing naivete, for which you 
cannot poſſibly correct them, though 
you are frequently obliged to wiſh 
that they did not deſerve to be cor- 
reed. F 


Miſs Burrell is one of theſe beings : 
With exceſſive ſpirits, with no ill in- 
tentions, and with an extreme want 


of 


* 
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of delicacy, ſhe commits innumerable 
blunders, by which ſhe not only ap- 
pears embarraſſed herſelf, but makes 
her Friends diſconcerted on her ac- 


count. This very Girl has thought 


proper to . diſtinguiſh me- no great 


proof of her wiſdom, you will ſay. 


There is, however, George. ſomething ; 


ſtrangely flattering in the attentions of 
a fine Woman, and Kitty Burrell 
. muſt, certainly, be called a fine one: 


Vet when ſhe fits by Mrs. Afel/, I 
cannot forbear making compariſons not - 


much to her advantage. Her Bro- 
ther came with her - he is a hand- 
ſome fellow, and diſcovers his taſte by 
attaching himſelf to Mrs. 


in a manner which would put any 
other Woman out of countenance, but 


ſhe ſeems to be troubled with no deli- 


E4 © cate 


Aſtell.=-—- 
They are diſtantly related to Aſtell, 
who rudely romps with his fair Couſin 


| 
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WE have got a new Viſitor here, 


with whom I have endeavoured 


to make a diverſion ; a wild, thought- 


leſs, country Girl, handſome, and not 


void of ſenſe; but ſhe is rather too 


Boydeniſo: She is one of thoſe Fe- 


males who aſſume a right to ſay and 
do what they pleaſe, with a kind of 


unbluſhing naivete, for which you 
cannot poſſibly correct them, though 


you are frequently obliged to wiſh 


that they did not deſerve to be cor- 
reed. oy ge She Leann” Sig 


Miſs Burrell is one of theſe beings : 


With exceſſive ſpirits, with no ill in- 
tations, and with an extreme want 
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of delicacy, | ſhe commits innumerable: 
blunders, by which ſhe not only ap- 
pears embarraſſed herſelf, but makes 
her Friends diſconcerted on her ac- 
count. This very Girl has thought 


proper to diſtinguiſh me- no great 


proof of her wiſdom, you will ſay. 
There is, however, George, ſomething 


ſtrangely. flattering in the attentions'of 
a fine Woman, and Kitty Burrell 


malls certainly, be called a fine one: 
Vet when the fits by Mrs. Afell, I 


cannot forbear making compariſons not - 


much to her advantage. Her Bro- 
ther came with her -- he is a hand- 
ſome fellow, and diſcovers his taſte by 
attaching himſelf to Mrs. 


who rudely romps with his fair Couſin 
in a manner which would put any 
other Woman out of countenance, but 


ſhe eee to be troubled with no deli- | 
| | E4 1 cate 


Aftell.=-— 
They are diſtantly related to {feed - 
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cate qualms: Like a true Hoyden, 
ſhe flies at him again, and tries to 
conquer him by downright ſtrength 
of limbs. Such a Girl will never do 
for me, George ſhe is only fit to live 
in the place in which ſhe was bred, 
and to figure at a /mock race Ves 
I think ſhe would, under Afey's di- 
rection, ſnine in the equeſtrian way. I 
really believe. ſhe would be more de- 
lighted wich her feats: of horſeman- 
ſhip, if a ſtout healtby young fellow 
Was ready to catch her in his arms 
vvrhen ſhe had performed her maſculine 
-aftivities, than with any of thoſe ele- 
gant amuf᷑e ments with which Women 
of Taſte and sank 1 9 their 
vacant hours. «ith; e 


Mrs, Meat; my. „ was 8 
eh tried---Mrs. Aſtell was yeſter- 
. day drawing | in, her drefling- room 3 

: 5 1 Mr 8. 
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Mrs. Ofwald fat working at her Tam- 
bour by her fide, and I read the 


Spirit of Contradiction, an ingenious. 


dramatic piece, ſaid to be wrote by 


the late Mr. Rich. The door ſud» 


denly was opened, and in flew 2 


after her Aſtell. 


Help, help, Mr. Byron, cried 9 
former, laying her head upon my 
ſhoulders, (and preſſing it, by the way, 
at the ſame time, not very ſlightly) I 
have gathered the ſweeteſt Moſs Roſe, 
and he will take it from me, though 
T have faſtened it in my boſom, 4 in or- 


der to fave it from his e e 
fingers. 0 


Really, anſwered I, ay great cool 
neſs, and not even looking at her, 
you” could not. have put it. in a place: 
more Inviting, but I ſuppoſe you plant- 
ed. it there on purpoſe ; I would ad- 


E 5 5 viſe: 
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viſe him, therefore, not to leave you 
till he gets poſſeſſion of it. 


: Hear the Wretch, replied ſhe, giv- 
ing me another violent Nach 
are worſe than be. 


Come, come, Nite, ſaid fell, 
roughly pulting her to him, don't be 
a fool: Byron is in the right, Women 
Ne reſiſt to ſharpen our appetite. 


Let me alone, Mr. Aſtell.— you are 
an abſolute bear. | 


The fitter to manage you, then, ſaid 
he, taking her in his arms, and throw- 
ing her upon a ſopha, juſt by the 
table, near which his lovely Wife ſat 
innocently amuſing herſelf, and im- 
proving her elegant taſte in drawing - 
By his boiſterous behaviour he over- 
eg the table, and threw every 
125 1 it to the floor. 


'On 


"hs. os, bl og * 
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On her going to take up her draw - 


"oy and to open her ruby lips, the 


brute exclaimed, D- n your papers} 
how you. have littered the houſe with 
your trum per! 


Dear Mr. Afell, replied ſhe, 0 
ing to pick them off the floor TO 
give her ſtill more trouble, he kicked 
them about with his foot. . While, he 
was ſo employed, he diſcovered a: 
man's head prettily touched, but-whe-- 
ther it was a copy, or from her own- 
fancy, I could not ſee, as ſhe haſtily- 


3 hide it, colouring like. . 


ſcarlet; . 


80, ſaid Aftell, with 5 at 


one of your Fellows, I ſuppoſe 
Well, Madam, while you amuſe your-- 


ſelf with the exerciſe of your, ideas 
only, I muſt have more ſubſtantial! 
" Come, Kitty turning, to 
E 6. 18 Mit 
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Miso Burrell, who. had quitted the 
ſopha, to which he — her,. and 
was leaning upon my ſhoulder, look- 
ing ſometimes over my book, but 


oftener, with much earneſtneſs in my 
face 3 


** 4 o 


rs me clad Mr. Ain. faid he; 
1 will May" here. 


- Determining, however, not to let 
per ſtay in the room, at leaſt in that 
attitude, I threw her abruptly from 

me, and flew to aſſiſt Mrs. fell, in 
gathering up her Drawings, which I 
_ wanted to examine. indeed, eſpecially 
: col 'the little Portrait, as the face a ppeared, 
; * the diſtance I had ſeen it, a gen- 
teel one, and delicately. drawn. From 
3 Her confuſion, indeed, and from her 
| precipitation- to conceal it,: I fancine 
with Aſtell, that it was the | 
. favourite Admirer. I Was juſt 
: 2 wild. 


[4 


18 
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ly. for me, there was ſuddenly a briſk 
air, which blew the RAwingy into an 
adjoining room, the door of it War 


open. 


We all rablin. Ma to ſrize 
the Portrait, which ſhe ſo much wiſh- 
ed to conceal, and which her good 
Genius, in the form of a! Zephir, 
wafted both from her - Huſband and 
from me, Mrs. Aftell fell down, and 
ſtruck her head againſt a chair. | 


© Touched with her accident, I raĩſed 
her in my arms. While I conducted 
her to a chair, enquiring where ſlie 
was hurt, Afel! cried, with a ſmeer, 
Loox at my Wife and Byron. hehe 


1 mw 
5 At tha moment tbe withideert ber 
hand from mine, quite frighted at 
bis ee behaviour but ſtill looked 


about 


= 
7 : _ 
. *. ** 
2 
f T * 
1 
0 - 


86 'The UnraSHronABLE Wirz. 


about anxiouſly in ſcareh of her Draw. 

ing. Mrs. Ofwald catched it up, and, 
whii's' very fgbifioahe glance, put i ie 
ate her Pur 


As ſoon as Mrs, Aﬀell was re- 
covered, and when her Huſband, with 
his Romp, had leſt the room, I fat 
down by Mrs. Ofwald, and begged 
her to favour me with a ſight. of 
the Miniature in her pocket, as it 
ſeemed to be executed in an admira - 
ble manner by her Fair Friend. 


She poſitiyely refuſed to gratify my 
„ telling me at the ſame time, 
wih much vivacity, that it was the 
picture of her favourite Man, which 
Mrs. Aſtell had, at her requeſt, drawn 
for her, a; aged tene a ſee it 
15 5 herſelf. e it 


Wire el PROP ih a \ look: * 
onco are of baſhfulneſs and gra- 


titude, 


- 
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titude, preſſed her hand, by way of 
thanking her for having affiſted her 
in the concealment of her picture from 
my eyes: from the eyes of every body, 
indeed, except their own; I am, there- 
fore, ſtill in the dark. They have 
raiſed my curioſity to an unuſual pitch, 
and I muſt procure the gratification of 
it in ſome ſhape or other · But there 
is ſuch a juggling connection between 
theſe two women, that F' am very 
much afraid I ſhall never come to the. 
bottom of this myſtical affair. | 


To adminiſter ſame comfort to my- 
ſelf, under my diſappointments, I turn 
my attention towards Mifs Burrell. 
I amuſe myſelf now and then with 
her, to while away the time, and to 
| hinder myſelf from thinking ſeriouſly: 
upon what gives me a great deal of 
anxiety; for I will confeſs to you, 

that 
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that I feel more for Mts. Aſtell than 
I can well deſcribe; and when I con- 
fider how little reaſon I have to ex- 
pect-'to- ſee her in happier - CIT cum- 
ſtances, Jam extremely diſtreſſed. Is I, 


therefore, | trifle away my hours with 


this Girl, to throw all diſagreeable 
reflections out of my head. I take 
care, however, to avoid giving her any 
ſerious encouragement; for I am of 
opinion, that it is full as infamous to 
make an unjuſt ſeizure of a Woman's 
Heart, as to make an unfair attack 
upon her Perſon. But I believe I ſhall 
have nothing to apprehend from my 
gallantry with Kitty. She ſeems: to 
have very little Mind: She is a mere 
corporeal-creature, with no ſentiments 

at all. I have often, in a ruminating 
alas; wondered to what amuſe- 


ments your female voluptuaries have 


r 05. 15745, | recourſe, 


LY 
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recoutſe, when they are no longer 


able to enjoy the pleaſures of ſenſua- 
lity. Women of delicate diſpoſitions 
can entertain*themſelves at every ſtage 
of life; but thoſe who have no reliſh 


for any joys but [perſonal ones, are 


truly to be pitied: They are to be 


ſeflion Scher pe, bl powers: When 


they have out. lived thoſe powers, they 


of, and eſteem for Mrs. Aﬀtell increaſe ! 
Yet I may, perhaps, be deceived even 


in Ber. This Drawing i is, undoubtedly, | 


the reſemblance of a man whom = 
beholds with. partial eyes: He is 
AE 


are the greateſt: objects of ' compaſſion. 
imaginable. . To be married to a Wo- 
man of ſuch a rage Ly" 
horror in the thought Heft 36 mn ene 


Whenever T: reflect on 1 ſuch cha- 
racters, how much do my "admiration 
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handdbmme fellow) L will venture\to-fay, 


from the glimpſe I had of his penciled 
face dhe would hardly have ſpent 


fo much of her time, ſh would hard- 
W2 have taken ſo much-pains, about a 
man to whom ſhe is indifferent. I 
have long thought ſhe had a favou- 
- rite; concealed, and now I have no 
doubts=—but ſtill I want to know 
who he is It is no buſineſs of mine, 
indeed, to be inquiſitive upon this o- 
Kuion, yet, I. confeſs, I am weak 


enough to be both out of humour, 
aud out of ſpitite about it. I fome+- 


_ times think I will try to ſift the ſe- 
cret out of. Mrs. 00. She, Cer- 
rainly, i 16 acquainted with every ching 
"concerning it, by bong & ſo ready to 
- "hurry, it out of eyery body's fi ght, 
© though . I ſuppoſe he will . no 
+ Uiſcoveries, - She ſtands Aly, in the 
* of Miss Hales. : Theſe Welkin 

always 
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always help each other out upon any 
emergences, but they give «s up im- 


mediately, when they find we can be 


no longer ſerviceable to them, 
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L E T T E R XIII. 
Mrs. AsTeLL to M Harzs. | 


1 Had a very. narrow eſcape, yeſter- 
dap, on the point of being expoſed, 
of being made as contemptible, or ri- 
* diculous us poſſible. I have hardly 
recovered my ſpirits yet---and all 
through my own exceflive indiſcre- 
tion -I deſerved, indeed, all the pain- 
ful ſenſations which I endured --- If 
Mrs. Ofwald had not behaved in the 
moſt - friendly manner imaginable, I 
do not know what would have be- 
come of me- believe, my dear 
Marianne, J am indebted to you for 
her friendlineſs. She ſpeaks highly 
of you; ſhe tells me that you and 
ſhe are to correſpond, and that you 
know her moſt ſecret thoughts. ---I 
$ DE Oo with 
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wiſh you knew mine; but, indeed, 
my Dear, I am aſhamed to tell you: 
I cannot frame any apology for what 
I have done; my folly is beyond ex- 
preſſion My intentions, however, I 
can truly ſay, were not criminal. 
Wiſhing. to improve myſelf in my 
Drawing, by copying Portraits after 
Nature, I thought it neceſſary to chuſe 
one of het moſt finiſhed productions. 
I accordingly fixed upon a /iving 
Picture, with a lively, clear Com- 
plexion, animated. with a pair of the 
fineſt dark Eyes in the world, which 
received new brilliancy from the ex- 
preſſion beaming in them; with an 
agreeable Mouth, . charming Teeth, 
and the moſt beautiful Hair to be con- 
ceived. Struck with this /ving Picture, 
I was, inſenſibly, tempted. fo draw 
from it. However, conſcious as I 
am of the purity of my intentions, 
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my little Performance mall be care- 
fully concealed for the preſent. 


When 1 had faniſbed my Portrait, 
1 kept it, for very proper reaſons, 
under my other papers. I had once, 
indeed, reſolved to deſtroy it, but 
fooliſhhy imagining that the execu- 
tion of it was in a manner ſuperior 
to the other attempts of my pencil, 
I was prompted to preſerve it. | 


I was ſketching out ſome Flowers; 
Mrs. Ofwald fat by me, working her 
gown ; Mr. Byron read to us.---On 
à ſudden, Mr. Aſtell and Miſs Bur- 


rell ruſhed into the room, and over- 


turned my papers. The wind be- 
ing high, they were diſperſed, and 
the very Drawing, which I fo earneſtly 
wiſhed to hide from every eye, was 

exhibited, to my no ſmall confuſion. 
9 ſaw it, but — could 


reach 
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reach it, except Mr, Aﬀell : Luckily, 


however, for me, juſt when he came | 
near it, Mrs. Oſwald kindly inter- 


poſed, ſnatched it up, and put it into 


her pocket: By ber friendſhip and : 


addreſs, therefore, I was faved from 


a great deal of raillery, which might, 
probably, have been attended with 
injurious ſuſpicions; ſuſpicions which 
I never: ſhall, I hope, deſerve. I ſhall 
always love Mrs. Ofwaid as much 
as I condemn myſelf, and will in- 
ſtantly get rid of a Drawing, which 
I ought not, I am thoroughly ſenfi- 


ble, to have in my poſſeſſion. Yet 


there is one thing which gives me 
not a little diſquiet. This untoward 

accident has, I am afraid, induced 
Mrs. Oſwald to think oddly of. me: 
But I'flatter myſelf, that I ſhall, by 
keeping a ſtrict watch over my con- 


duct for the future, ſtifle every rifing 


- 
* r 4. Std. 


* 
— * 
8 2 — 3 — 
f , Ms: ak r —— — b 
— os he 4 
of 
— . a 


9 


rr "at ie; 41 9 — lit .s i 
4 \ 4 - > * * = a 
WW 8 * 
* Fw 


26 7% Vnzabaiou Kats Wirk. 
folly i in my mind, that 1 may not be 


- Injured: by its growth. It is ſome- 


times our duty, Marianne, to diveſt 


ourſelves of very pleaſing ideas; but 
it cannot be agreeable to us to baniſh 
ſuch ideas, and to ſubſtitute others 
in their room, directly oppoſite to 


them. In ſpite of al our precau- 


tions, Human Nature is extremely 


apt to revolt againſt Human Reaſon! 
By reflecting, however, upon what 


. we ought to do, and upon the un- 


_ happineſs which never fails to poiſon 
the peace of thoſe who are conſcious 
of having acted wrong, we may be 
rendered ſtill more ſenfible of the 
value of Diſcretion.-—It is in every 
body's power to enilcavour to act 


* * 8 | | C335 4 "£3 | 4 4 F . Fi 


\ "Mr. Aeli raillied: me in bit rude. 


"a, —_ what he : covered, „ but, 
moſt 


Portrait near enough to be able to 


form any judgment about it. 1 


would not, for the world, have him 


entertain a flight opinion of me, as 
all my hopes of his being one day re- 
claimed, depend upon his returning 
Affection. I once fondly imagined 
that I enjoyed his Affection, tho it 


was of a ſhort duration; but were it 


even loſt for ever, ought I not to con- 


ſider my Reputation, and my Peace, 


as infinitely dearer to me? Were I 


5 capable of being guilty of a criminal 
action, and were it poſſible for me to 


conceal it from all the world, I 
ſhould, from the very conſciouſneſs 


of having loſt that innocence which 


I at preſent enjoy, feel more anguiſh 
than Mr. Afel!'s worſt uſage can 


make me endure. — To be 


 - virtuous, my dear Miſs Hales, a Wos 


Vol. I. F man 
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moſt fortunately, he did not ſee the 
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man ſhould not have the ſlighteſt in- 


clination to deviate from the paths of 


Prudence; and I can, with the greateſt 
truth affirm, that I never was in the 
leaſt inclined to be indiſcreet: Vet it 
is impoſſible” to be too circumſpect. 


What appears to be nothing but Folly - 


ſometimes riſes into Vice before we 
are dare. I am afraid, then, of my- 
ſelf, and will not "partake of amuſe- 
ments which may, perhaps, lead to 
conſequences not to be defended, or 


give the leaſt room for ſuſpicions in 


the higheſt degree injurious, becauſe. 


totally unmerited. How many ſuch 


ſuſpicions would the diſcovery of the 


Drawing above- mentioned have oc- 
caſioned, known to have been exe- 
cuted by my hand? How many idle 


reflections and remarks ? — Let me; 


therefore, be thankful for my pre- 
N from the empty and unjuſt 
: ceenſures 
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.. cenſures! of thoſe who are not ac- 
quainted with the real ſprings of my 


actions, and take care, for the future, 
to do nothing that may furniſh any 
body with the ſlighteſt L gag to 


; queſtion the propriety of my con- 


duct. 


— 


Mr. 8 has been extremely in- 
quiſitive about this affair; but Mrs. 


gratify his curioſity. 


As to Mr. Afell, I really believe 


he is troubled with no ſuſpicions con- 
cerning it; I am, conſequently, very 
eaſy: I ſhall, however, take the firſt 
opportunity to put it out- of my 
power to ſuffer any anxiety from an 
incident of no ſeeming importance. 
I am particularly pleaſed to find Mrs. 


4 Ofwald ſhew ſo much regard for me. 


F 2 It 
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_ Ofwald and I have, both, refuſed Wt 
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LETTER xiv: 


8 the Same to the Same. 


| FT is a ſtrange thing that ſome 

people cannot amuſe themſelves ac- 
cording to their own taſte, without 
inſiſting upon the concurrence of 


others, with. their Ou inclina- 
tions . 


Lord Freelove has got a bad fever; 
it has fallen upon his nerves, and he 
is thought to be in a dangerous way: 
My Lady's ſpirits have been ſo much 
lowered, by ſometimes confining her- 
ſelf, through neceſſity, with him, 
that ſhe is the moſt reſtleſs Woman 
imaginable. She called upon me, 
 yelterday, and complained of her ex- 
5 F. 3 ceſſive 
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ceſſive languor, for want of a change 
in her amuſements.— I was to have 
gone to Bright belmſtone, continued 

- ſhe, to bathe in the ſea, but though 
I can be of no uſe to my Lord, and 
though we both hate each other, the | 
Aimpertinent world would, I ſuppoſe, 
talk about me, were I to leave him 

.. while he complained of being out of 

order. For my part, I cannot. con- 

form to every body's ridiculous fan- | 
cies: I have been ſufficiently hurt in 
my health and my ſpirits, by the at- 
tention which my Lord abſurdly re- 


; 
| 
[ 8 "quires from me, tho' it does him no 
| kind of good. Now as I muſt not 
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leave this ſpot, I have been looking 
out for ſome other to anſwer my 
Purpoſe for the preſent, and have diſ- 
covered the ſnuggeſt little rivulet in | 
the Park, in which we can bathe 
| vaſtly well. * am come, therefore, 
e to 


* 
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to deſire your ee in the water 
| with me. 7 


I gave her, you may * ſure, im- 
mediately, a poſitive refuſal. Mrs. 
Oſtvald, who ſat by, laughed exceed- 
ingly at the idea of a ſnug rivulet, 
and aſked her Ladyſhip what the im- 
pertinent world would ſay about ſuch 
A bathing- place n 


Pſhaw ! never mind wes Mrs. 
Aſtell, replied ſhe, but go with me in 


the cool of the evening. You cannot 


- think how excefhvely refreſhin 8 beid- 
ing i is. 


1 Rill refuſed, but the continued to 
teaze me in ſo provoking a manner, 
that I was forced, at laſt, to be rather 
Pore warm about ſuch a trifle than I 

expected to be, and my warmth drove 
her ry, but ſhe left me with very 
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| ficong: marks of eee in her 
frowning countenance, | 


I could not help being a good deal 
e e at her behaviour: Mrs. 


Ofvald endeavoured to railly me out 


of the embarrafiment into which ſhe 


had thrown me, but I could neither 
recover my temper, nor my ſpirits, 


for a conſiderable time. Mr. Byron 


alſo ſtrove, by a variety of methods, 


to turn my attention to ſomething 


elſe; but I could not be chearful. I 


do not know how it is, I can never 
feel happy when people are very 
much dif, pleaſed with me: Perhaps I 
dread their reſentment; and yet I 
actually think I ſuffer more anxiety 
for having, undeſignedly, diſguſted 
thoſe with whom I am acquainted, 
than many of them would endure up- 

on the ſame occaſion. | 
8 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Oſwald was very lively about 
the bathing ſcheme, till Col. Framp- 
fon came into the room, to tell us 
that he ſhould leave us the next 
morning: Then, and not till then, 
did I diſcover her prepoſſeſſion in his 
favour. She coloured, and turned 
pale, alternately: She got up, walked. 
to the window, and fat down again. 
The poor Colonel looked rather in 
an aukward fituation, tho' he ſtrove 
to conceal his embarraſſment as well 
as he could. I am, by no means, apt: 
to: aſk Gentlemen to ſtay with me; 
but feeling a fort of compaſſion for 
our Friend, as well as for the Colonel, 
L preſſed him to give us his company; 
a little longer. Mrs. Oſwald ſeconded: 
my Nadelt, and in a manner ſuffici- 
ently perſuaſive, one would have 
thought, to exclude a Refuſal: Vet a 
Refuſal ſhe was deſtined to hear from. 


F 5 his 
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his lips, and he delivered it in ſo cool, 
ſo forbidding a way, that our dear 
Henrietta was extremely diſconcerted. 
She tried to afſume a proper degree of 
Pride upon the mortifying occaſion ; 

but I faw tears tremble in her eyes. 
The Colonel too ſaw them, I ima- 
gined, for he looked earneſtly at her, 
and changed colour: He then, turn- 


ing away his face, left the room with- 


out ſpeaking a word. 
As ſoon as he was gone ſhe laid 
her hand on mine, took out her hand- 


Kerchief, and faid, I am very fooliſh, 
my dear Mrs. Aftell, but I believe that. 


Colonel F. rampton is a Man of Ho- 
nour, and I hope his general cha- 


1 racter will apologize for my partulity 


in his favour. 


No apology is wanted, my dear- 


"0s ns oy” L Preſſin g her 
hand, 


4 
| 
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hand, I have as high an opinion of 
Colonel Frampton as you have, or L 
ſhould not have aſked him to ſtay. 


thank you, anſwered ſhe, you are 
a good creature, but there is ſome- 
thing ſo indelicate in appearing to pre- 
fer a Man' who quite neglects me, that 
T blame myſelf exceedingly for my 
behaviour : Should we not, however, 
diſcover'a great deal'of ſelfiſhneſs, to 


eſteem thoſe only who had a rage” | 
. 


True, ſaid J, but I hold not be: 
happy with a Man who had not mar- 
r. me from inclination. 2 


Was you not the Woman of Mr. 
Aſeell's choice, my Dear, replied ſhe !' 
Pardon my impertinence. 


He preferred me, I fancy, to every. 
other Woman at the time he married 
E 6 me; 
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his lips, and he delivered it in ſo cool, 
ſeo forbidding a way, that our dear 
Henrietta was extremely diſconcerted. 
She tried to aſſume a proper degree of 
Pride upon the mortifyin 8 occaſion; 
but I ſaw tears tremble in her eyes 


1 


gined, for he looked earneſtly at her, 
and changed colour: He then, turn 
ing away his face, left the room with 
out ſpeaking a word. 


As ſoon as he was gone ſhe laid 


her hand on mine, took out her hand- 
kerchief, and ſaid, I am very fooliſh, 
my dear Mrs. Afel/,. but I believe that 
Colonel Frampton is a Man of Ho- 
nour, and 1 hope his general cha- 
racter will apologize for my n 
in his favour. 


No apology is wanted, my dear 


Mrs. 9 "_ I, preſſing her. 


« 


hand, 
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hand, I have as high an opinion of 
Colonel Frampton as you have, or L 
ſhould not have aſked him to ſtay. 


8 thank you, An feerod ſhe, you are 
a good creature, but there is ſome- 
thing ſo indelicate in appearing to pre- 
fer a Man who quite neglects me, that 
I blame myſelf exceedingly for my 
behaviour: Should we not, however, 
diſcover a great deal of ſelfiſhneſs, to 


eſteem thoſe 33 who had a -_ 
for us WE 2 


T he, ſaid I, but I mould not be 
happy with a Man who had not mar- 
11 me from inclination. 


Was you not the Woman of Mr. 
Aſtell's choice, my Dear, replied ſhe !! 
Pardon my impertinence. 


He preferred me, I fancy, to every. 
ather Woman at the. time he married 
+ GRE E 6 me; 
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me; but, I: ele he gave himſelf 
no pleaſure by entering into the Mar- 
riage State. — Colonel Frampton may, 
poſſibly, have as little inclination to 
Matrimony as Mr. Afel/ had, ſaid 
ſhe—You will laugh at me, perhaps, 
but I am really of opinion, that no 
life is fo happy as a married one, 
' when the contracted parties are per- 
feel ſuitable to each other; the hap- 
* pineſs arifing from mutual Love, mu- 

Pal Eſteem, and mutual Confidence, 
I never was acquainted with. The 
da whom my Father choſe for me 
aa not one qualification capable of 
gaining either my Friendſhip or my 
Affection. Poſſeſt of an uncommon 
ſhare of ſenſibility, and wiſhing to 
live a rational, domeſtic life, I have, 
I will honeſtly confeſs, fince my ac- 
quaintance with Colonel F rampton,. 
* 1 him as the very man 5 
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 Lified for that ſort of | Friendſhip, 
| which-can alone be productive of Fe- 
keity in the Matrimonial State. Yet 

I, at the ſame time, perceive,-with no 
ſmall regret, that he behaves to me 
with a ſingular indifference, as I am 
generally reckoned not difagreeable, 
and miſtreſs of a handſome, inde- 
pendent fortune, and as I never heard 
of his having any attachment. 
cannot help preferring him, however, 
to every other man, nor does Sir Wil- 
lam, by perſiſting to follow me, (tho” 
I perpetually tell him, that he follows 
me to no purpoſe, ) weaken the impreſ- 
fion which his Brother has made on 
my heart. Now am I not a ; 
filly creature, Mrs. Afel?, and ought 
I not to be quite fatisfied with Framp- 


tons coolneſs to me, as he <feingui] es 
no othige Woman = 


I can't 
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ILcantt tell, replied I, how far you 
ought to be ſatisfied about the Colo- 
nel's behaviour; nobody, I believe, 
can govern his inclination in ſuch a 
manner, as to love and hate whom he 
pleaſes; but while: we - conceal. our 
ſentiments, we are, undoubtedly, -at 
liberty to enjoy them, ſuppoſing they 
od us into no criminal fituations.. 


Iam of your mind, replied ſhe; but 
Lam afraid I do not always hide what 
is ſo very ready to appear—My par- 
ttality for the Colonel is, I imagine, 
too viſible, and yet I ſhall not wiſh. 
to diveſt myſelf of it, while fs heart, 
remains diſengaged ; hen once. I am, 
with certainty, informed. that he at- 
taches himſelf to another Woman, I. 


give up all hopes of him, and nh. | 


regulate. my conduct accordingly... 
4 r : . 7 . "= SY | 


— 
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Thus, my dear Marianne, has Mrs. 
Ofwald diſcloſed her ſecret thoughts; 
and as ſhe has often told me you are 
acquainted with them, I may ſafely 
communicate her aher; about 
Colonel Frampton, in her own words. 


She is a very amiable Woman, and I 
wiſh the Colonel knew how much ke. 


is in her favour; but I am fo far of 
her opinion, as to think that a Wo- 


man, by ſpeaking firſt, difcovers à 


want of Delicacy not to be pardoned: 
There are ways enough to make our 
inclinations known, without having 
recourſe to any indelicate praceedings : 
Whether the way, I have ſchemed, 


on Mrs. Ofmald's account, will be 


* 


ſucceſsful, I cannot determine. 


Mr. Afell is juſt coming up ſtairs, 
and ſo 1 haſten to conclude — 


Yours ever ſincerely, M. A. 


L 
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LETTER XV. 


Mr. Br RON to Sir Grorce Gray. 


WA. there ever fuck a wretch ah 


Altell, ſo loſt not onl 


by the Oy and fidelity which be 


owes to this charming creature; but 
to every degree of decency ?—You 


Will ſcarce give me credit for my in- 


but I aſſure you, that you 


may depend upon the truth of 7 0 


% 


following, particulars relating to him. 


While I was fitting in a room . | 
joining to that in which the much 


injured,” amiable Wife fat writing, to 


dam, that you have affronted Lady 
Preelove i in this groſs manner? 


- þ Who, 


— 


* 


Miſs Hales, I ſuppoſe, Aflell ſtumped 
up ſtairs, and, with a thundering. 
voice, ſaid, What is the reaſon, Ma- 


* 
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Who, I. Mr. Afetl? replied the, | 
in the mildeſt accents —I do not know 
what — — | 


You do not Re nila he, 
in a ill more furious key — Tis 
falſe - tis a d d lie— but, by H—n, 
you ſhall be taught better, for, by the 
eternal God I ſwear, I will not ſuffer 
her to be inſulted in my houſe, nor by 
* you, any where; you, who are not to 
be put. a ſingle moment in competi- 
tion with her; you, a poor ſneaking, 

puling, inſinuating, hypocritical devil. 
Dear Mr. -Afell, cried ſhe, trembling, 
do not be angry Pray do not be angry 
with me, without telling me what fault 
I have committed; I am not conſcious. 
of having ſaid or done any thing, de- 
fignedly, to offend Lady Freelove. — 


No to be ſure, anſwered he, you | 
are always ſo ſoft, ſo decent, kad fo — 
D—n 
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D your affectation but I will 
make you repent 1 ; 5 


He then raiſed his voice, and SIE 
out ſuch a volley of freſh oaths, and 
the moſt horrid ones imaginable, that 
J determined to in terpoſe, leſt he 
ſhould. carry his threats into execu- 
tion, and actually have ſtruck the 
poor diſtreſſed creature. — If he had 
«ſtruck her before me, I believe I ſhould 
have laid him dead at my feet. 


' . Laying my hand on his ſhoulder, I 
faid, as coolly as I could, though 1 
felt my blood boil at him, What 3 is 
the matter, Afeell ?. 


* 


Matter, Sir? replied he, in a ſutly 
tone, as if he was, at once, : aſhamed 
of having been ſurprized in ſuch a 
fury, and angry with me for having 
* him any interruption — I hope 


I may 


* + 
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I may ſpeak to my Wife, without be- 
| ing interrogated by you? | 


Certainly you may, and as 5 certainly 
you vill, anſwered I, ſwallowing my 
rage, which began to be almoſt equal 
to his — but as I would always rather, 


| endeavour to compromiſe diſputes be- 


_ tween Friends, than to foment them, 
'give me leave to be Moderator be- 
tween you — What has Mrs. Afell 
done to offend Lady Freelove, pray ? 


Done? replied he - Why ſhe has 
ridiculed her in the rudeſt manner — 


For what? added I, haſtily, wil- 
ling to hinder his ſuffering Wife from 
ſpeaking, leſt he ſhould give an ill- 
natured turn to her oP though I 
was ſure that ſhe would utter none 


not ſufficient to diſarm a tiger of his 
5 
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For what? thundered he again, 
Why only becauſe ſhe propoſed bath- 
ing in the Park, and _ Maria to 
8⁰ with her. | 


Poor Maria lifted up 12 hands and 
eyes, while I replied for her — I am 
ſure, ſaid I, that Mrs. Aſtell has ſaid 
nothing which ought to make her 
Ladyſhip in the leaſt offended with 
ber; ſhe only refuſed to join with her 
in executing the abſurdeſt and moſt 
indecent ſcheme imaginable ; a ſcheme 
Which no Woman of the ſlighteſt mo- 
deſty would have thought of, as it 
was calculated to expoſ both her 
Perſon and Reputation in the- moſt 
public manner. If Mrs, Afell, there- 
fore, has ſpoken againſt Lady Free- 
loves Nee with a warmth ſufficient 
to deter her from the execution of it, 
ſhe has acted, in my opinion, a very 
friendly 


or 
. 
C 177 
8 
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friendly part --- No Woman of cha- 
racer or delicacy, Afel/, continued 
I, would have made ſo ſtrange a pro- 
poſal -I never, indeed, thought 
Lady Fyeebve extremely ſtrict; either 
about the firſt or the laſt, but in this 
affair ſhe has diſcovered herſelf wn 
regardleſs of them both. 


She is prodigiouſly obliged to you, 
Byron, replied he, with a ſneer, for 
your favourable ſentiments concern» 


ing her. 


2B I deirt know what you may think, 
anſwered I, but I would ſooner periſh 
than let my Wife waſh in a place ex- 
poſed to every body Who happens to 
paſs that 3 declare I never 
heard of ſuch proceedings among Wo- 
men of Character Mrs. Afetl's 
Delicacy was very juſtly affronted by 
Lady Freelove's ridiculous requeſt, __ 
Way 
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why you, or any other perſon, ſhould 
be offended at. her not complying 


with it I cannot conceive; her re- 
fuſal was, I think, the higheſt proof 
| ſhe could have given of her diſcretion. . 


Undoubtedly, replied hes ſneer- 


ingly, were it in your power to marry 
her, you would meet with. a d- d 


many proofs of her diſcretion. --- 


Of that ſpeech I did not deem it 


prudent to take any notice, imagin- 


ing that I had gone far enough in de- 
fending Mrs. Aſtell's conduct, and 
really I was, out of regard for her, 
unwilling to ſay another word in her 
favour, though her Huſband certainly 
deſerved very ſevere chaſtiſement for 
his brutal behaviour to a Woman who 


merited the greateſt tenderneſs ; I, 


therefore, retired to the room a 1 had 
. 


F ' ; * 0 
As 
0 

* 
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As ſoon as I left them I heard 
Aſtell abuſe his charming Wife in the 


groſſeſt language, and I actually be- 


lieve that he made an improper uſe 
of his hands, as well as of his tongue, 


for I thought I heard her endeavour 
to ſtifle a groan more than once. 


I was then exaſperated beyond all 


patience---Flying back again I faw 
her face and neck like ſcarlet ; her 


handkerchief was torn, and blood 


8 ſtreamed from her noſe ] gueſſed 
immediately i in what manner ſhe had 
been treated, and, darting a furious 


glance at fell, aſked the dear Angel 


the cauſe of her diſorder, ringing the 
bell, at the ſame time, for her Woman. 


My noſe is very apt to bleed, faid 
the, with a look that would have 
melted your very ſoul, ſo exquiſitely ex- 
. was it of ſuffering innogence. 


It 


* * 
— 
N — 
= 
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he. 


It is ad---'d troubleſome one, cried 


I gave him e barten ane 


| and. he walked away. --- When her 
Woman was gone, I employed all my 

_ rhetoric to come at the truth of the 
affair, in which I had ſo much inte» 

_ * reſted myſelf, but the dear ed 


Excellence would not fay a fyllable 


that might occaſion: refleQtions on her 

Huſband's character, or on her own - 

5 She laid the blame entirely on a tem- 

"ning indiſpoſition, and left me to be- 
ler 


e What I pleaſed --- I am as ſure 
he ſtruck 18 as if I had ſeen, the 


© blow. Does ſuch a cowardly villain 
_ deferveſo exemplary a Wife? But ſhe 
is too tame Vet if ſhe does not ex- 


poſe him, ſhe muſt hate him, and her 


F Hatred, perhaps, may, in time, operate 
_ nprecably to my wiſhes. Certainly, 
George, thore can be no ſort of crime 


- \. 
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in adminiſtring Conſolation to a Wo- 
man, who is tormented oh 6 Ty" 2 
. devil of a Huſband. 


FOOT © n + 5 
* . 
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In COMFY 


1 met Mrs. Ofwald ſoon enen 
and communicated to her as many 
-of my ſuſpicions as would, I thought, 
induce her to be - attentive to her i in- 
jured Friend. When 1 leave her — 
and I muſt ſoon leave her --- what 
will become of her, in the power of 
this Monſter, without a ſingle crea- 
ture of either ſex to take her part? --- 
Alell muſt be the moſt deſpicable of 

Men to behave to his amiable Wife 
in the manner he does People may 
hate each other heartily, and yet keep 
er within the pale of politeneſs. A 
diſtant cixility is always beſt, eſpeci- 
"ip to thoſe for whom we have an 

Vor. Be 208 ent averſion, | 


OJ 


'$ H&E 2 IS 
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averſion, becauſe it "keeps them from | 
being troubleſome. _ I have known 
the moſt inveterate bee very gen- 
een perſons of ex- 
ere are 
8 on the other Band; Io ill Bred, 
"that" they are either kiſſing or kicking 
before your face. I do not rank 
- Aftell among the former, or the latter : 
He has certainly no- good breeding, 
nor does he diſcover, at intervals, any 
good nature: He ſeems to habe ab- 

ſolutely a deptaved appetite; he Has 

not the leaſt reliſh for his Wife's per- 

ſon. As to her mind, he never had 
taſte enough to be capable of enjoy- 
ing its Beauties. She is docmed, 
therefore, to be quite buried alive, 
rhile be lives, (for I dare ſwear no- 
thing can ſhake her Virtue,) and to be 
a ſtranger. to all the pleaſures of ex- 
iſtence. One would not, indeed, with 
| he” 


* 


— 
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do ſully her Virtue: She appears ſo 
immaculately pure, that it would-be 
a pity to fix a ſingle blemiſh upon her 
chaſtity, which renders her an object 
ſo inexpreſſibly amiable - As to any 
hopes; of Aſtell's dying, and leaving 
her at liberty, I dare not indulge 
them, though he certainly gives her as 
fair a chance for his death as ſhe can 
poſſibly deſire. He drinks hard, rides 
hard, connects himſelf, in the moſt 
imprudent manner, with the moſt in- 
famous Women, and games with: ſuch 
inttepidity, that few, except the 
-boldeſt; adventurers, can match him. 
Theſe purſuits, you may tell me, 
perhaps, will not kill him: They 
may tempt him, however, to be his 
oven | Executioner, and I: ſhall. never 
enter into any diſpute about the mode 
of his death. His exit, either in a 
* or a vulgar way, will be 
G 2 ceaually 
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equally agreeable to me I ſhould 
be glad, methinks, to demand ſatiſ- 


faction of him for his behaviour to 
His excellent Wife---and yet, ſhould 
131 I be fortunate enough to run him 
1 through the body, can I venture to 
| ſollicit her to conſider me, even for 
| 


UF 
, Y md - - 6 
_— 
4 


having done her the greateſt ſervice in 
the world, by removing her Tyrant 
out of it. Every way I am in a deſpe- 
rate ſituation at preſent --- and as my 
reſidence here will only ſharpen my 
reſentment, without enabling me to 
| _ reſcue the Goddeſs of my Idolatry 
= from her wretchedneſs, I ſhall remove 
? myſelf from this place; but I muſt, 
before my departure, execute a ſmall 
pieee of revenge againſt Lady Free- 
love You ſhall be acquainted with 


4 proceedings i in due time. 
n IP uſual, 


E. B. 
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Mrs. OswAL D to Miſs HAL ES. 


Am quite over-whelmed, my dear 
Marianne, with melancholy and 
diſcontent. Poor Mrs. Aſtell has re- 
ceived ſuch treatment from the wretch 
her Huſband, as no Woman but her- 
ſelf would have borne - Yet ſhe is 
all patience, meekneſs, and compo- 
ſure --- I am far from being an ad- 
vocate for your modern Wives, but I 
think ſuch treatment, without the. 
leaſt proyocation, calls for ſome re- 
ſentment, though at the ſame time I 
muſt confeſs, — there is a conſidera- 
ble deal of addreſs required to diſcover 
it in a proper manner. Mrs. Aftell 
acts very wiſely, perhaps, by not fly- 
Ing ute 9p 3 ould, be. apt to do, if ſo 
5 highly 


hy 
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highly provoked : She certainly raiſes 
her character extremely by her be- 
Hhaaviour, and I cannot help earneſtly 
wiſhing to ſee her amply rewarded 
for her exemplary conduct. Inſtead 
of rewarding her, her brutal Huſband;. 
11 Blind to her Virtues and her Accom- 
Flichments, treats her Nr à groſſneſs 
3 Which is diſguſting be yond expref- 
| fon --- She cannot -oſfibly feel any 
1 affe ion for ſach' a Man and of 
oy © what value is that regard. Which ariſes 
tom duty alone?” Fam biit too fenſi- 
il ble, my dear Miſs Hales, what a joy- 
ele, infipi life T myſelf led, with a 
Man; whom I could not, on any ac- 


_ ru - DA Ae. a — 
= 


BP Goͤnt. 10e; and how different my 
1 {enfativite” babe been fince my a0 
quaintance with tbe Man whom I 
e love, were he diſpoſed to give 
mie ſufficient encouragement to be- 
A * F in his 0 
wo 
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would afford him pleaſure — But he 
is Sone — He went, without giving 
me reaſon to hope for his attachment 
to me; — but I have the ſatisfaction to 


hear, that he is not attached to any 
other Woman. n 


There were ſeveral Vidtors the night 
before he left Afell Place, ſome at Cards, 
ſome amuſing themſelves in chatting 
parties A Gentleman, who had been 

for ſome time talking to Byron, ſaid, 
at laſt, A Man ſo formed to pleaſe, fo 
capable of preſerving a heart, living 
Without any kind F attachment, is 
rather an 1 unnatural | character. 


How do you 5 that 1 hows not 
wy attachment? rephed Byron, ſmiling. 


rig: all have attachments, undoubt- 
De. 1. Tooking at Colonel 


in: N af L403 


nag 4 Not 
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Not I, Madam, upon honour, an- 
ſwered he, thoygh I have 8 willed. 
to be attached. 


This reply was delivered in fo firm, 
ſo reſolute a tone, that I felt the im- 
propriety of my behaviour, and bluſhed - 
an excuſe for it. He ſeemed, I thought, 
ſorry for having diſconcerted me. He 
threw down his eyes, and when he 
raiſed them again, fixed them on me 
in a very particular manner... 


I then ventured - was I to blame 7 
to diſcover the pleaſure I felt; but I 
endeavoured to diſcover it only with 
my looks He appeared to be all 
* and ſpirit upon the occalion.  ; 4 os 


When the Company broke up 
Cards, he contrived, unperceived, -to 
take.my hand, and to ſeat me at the 
table, preſſing it gently at the fame 


me. I was 9 Mari- 


anne, 


* 


ö 
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anne, that I almoſt forgot myſelf --- I 
believe I returned the preflure My 
eyes were opened, however, and I was 
aſhamed. I. I fancied that I had been 
too free: I trembled, leſt: he ſhould 
entertain a wrong opinion of me 
That he entertained ſuch an opinion 
of me is but too true, as he left the 
Park next morning by five o'clock, 
leaving g me quite overwhelmed with 
vexation, to find myſelf fo- groſſly 
miſtaken. But to return to our. dear 
Maria: Her troubles are infinitely be- 
yond any of mine, and I. bluſh. to: 
complain of them..--- Would. you. be-- 
lieve, that all, Afell's. cruel. uſage 
(which, by the way, I: never heard of 
from her, I was. informed of it by 
Byron,, who intreated me, at tlie ſame 
time, to do every thing in my power 
to defend her againſt his brutality) 
was occafioned by her refuſing to ex- 


5 poſe: 


Fas herſelf,” at OO Frebbes res 
queſt, dy bathing in the Fark? Is it 
not hard, Miſs Hales, that any Wo- 
man ſhould ſuffer for her Diſcretion? 
And yet this is a fact Lady Freelove 
. to Aftell of the inſults ſhe 
received from his Wife. She has not 
been here ſince; but the ſent a note 
and her chaiſe for Miſs Burrell, who 
is gone, with her Brother, to the 
Grove. Mrs. Afell, notwithſtanding 
what the had endured, tried to per- 
ſuade Nirty to ſtay here, but the could 
not prevail. The Girl will be quite 
ſpoilt undoubtedly. She was almoſt 
infufferable before, but it is Lady 

Preelvve's chief ſtudy, it ſeems, to 
engroſs all the Mea, God to corrupt 
all the Women : And this unthinking 
Girl, either from too great an inclina- 
tion to fall in with her Ladyſhip' 8 
Plan, or too little attention to the 
| conſe- 
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conſequences naturally to be expected 
from ſuch an intimacy, bas ſuffered 
herſelf to be ſeduced, at leaſt fer the 
preſent, and it will be well for her af 
ſhe returns to us with her Mind bod 


her Reputation. unſullied. 2) 
We were tin nen ght: 
= or that he looked upon 
tty as 2 Gir 1 5 had no finiſter 


42 and 55 he imagined her in- 


A might be attributed either 
er 1ghorance of evil, e or to her 
want of judgment. Fe 


x could not help ſmiling, I confeſs, 
at his apology for Kite) s conduct, in 
which his good nature was more diſ- 
cernible, I thought, than his 

ſenſe. Mrs. Aſtell thought fo too, I 

believe, for ſhe looked very ſerious. 

She is, indeed, become more penſive 

than uſual---I cannot wonder at her 


EI G 6 penſive- 


A — 
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neceſſarily feel; but as ſhe had borne 
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penſiveneſs, conſidering what ſhe muſt 


her Huſband's brutal behaviour ſo 
well, F was in hopes that it had not 
made the deep impreflion on her ap- 
prehended by us --- I cannot, how- 
ever, help being exceedingly con- 
cerned at the gloom which at preſent 
hangs over her, and which Byron and 
I are equally unable to. Apes. Write 
to her, my dear Miſs Hales, and with 
Naur enlivening pen try to reſtore her 
to her former chearfulneſs. 


; L am, my dear Marianne. 


er very affectionate F riend,. 
and bumble Servant,” 


* Aa 


H. owa kp. 
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Mr. By on to Sir Goo nn Ar: 


I 


Have hit upon an excellent. ſcheme: - 
to., puniſh Lady Free/ove for her 


folly, if ſuch a Woman can be puniſh- 
ed 125 being expoſed. I have ſome 


doybts concerning her Feeling on | 

this occaſion; yet 1 think that 

when ſhe finds herſelf ridiculed by the 
perſons whom ſhe has ever been 


> moſt ſtudious to pleaſe, ſhe will be 


affected, and made ſenſible of the ex- 
treme abſurdity and indelicacy of her 
behaviour, My ſcheme, however, may 
at leaſt cure Kitty Burrell of her folly. 
I went to Sir Harry Granger, who 
lives about a mile from hence. I told 
him, Gronge Beale, and Colonel Scam- 
fer, that there might be ſome diver- 
fon for Oy" if they would contrive 
to 
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to be in a particular part of Lord 
Freelruss Park, towards! the c of 
the exegin : 
fame b bk bo, m 0 
before-hand e 
ns the c to be met chere h 


characters to ke and as A only 
wanted to frigh tern. 8 


e d at * he Honey 
urprizing wh 


A ae hardy Fen Wie, 5 weh 
requeſted 9 hea e wid her 
Names. | $ 

| When I a Tady Previeve, 
they actually diſcovered rather con- 
tempt and diſguſt, than any deſire to 
improve the opportunity he was ſo 
willing to give evety. man who fell in 
her way: But when I added, that he 
bad dramu in a wild, unzhinking 


. Gitl 10 ea her, * 


1 


die UnraouionaBLE Wire. 135 
alike: regardleſs of ſcandal and the 
indelicacy of ſuch a proceeding, had 
conſented, I believed, merely from 
being preſſed by her Ladyſhip, with- 
out refleing upon the conſequences, 
they unanimouſly faid they * 


and ſee their new Dians. 


Remember you are-upon 3 
added 1 — You are h to . 
chem. * 


George loudly. 3 that. be 
i 0 no Women, who had undes | 
enough. to throw themſelves nake 
into a puddle of water, in an 
Park, would be eaſily alarmed,” and 
that downright extremities alone would 

have any effect upon t them. | 


The reſt of che company appearing 
to entertain ſentiments of the ſame 


q L 


kind, I told Sir Villiam Frampton 
what 
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what I had done, when I returned to 
Aleell. Part, and deſired him to make 
| himſelf of their party, to prevent his 
hot headed companions from going too 
far. I had ſeveral reaſons for not 
chuſing to appear in the affair myſelf. 


They all repaired to the place ap- 
when they thought the 
Nymphs would be in a ſtate of Na- 
ture; and Sir Villiam, after having 
been, with ſome difficulty, admitted 
of the party, kept his companions, by 
his addreſs, in tolerable order.. 
They took the path cloſe by ſome 
trees, which in a manner incloſed 
this piece of water, but whick. were 
not ſo thick as to hinder them from 
5 according to their on account, 
what virtuous Women: ever conceal, 
and what. Decency- forbids. me to 
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on the noiſe occaſioned by approach- — 


ing footſteps, and approaching voices, 
(for Sir William purpoſely began to talk 5 
loud, to give the Ladies proper notice 
that they might make as decent a re- 
treat as they poſſibly could — tho! the 
Colonel, &c. &c. curſed him for his 
chattering,) the frighted Kitty, a little 
reſembling Diana fororized by Aeon, 
firſt plunged over head, then roſe and 
made for the banks, twitched up ſome 
linen, threw a chic negligee acroſs 
her ſhoulders, and ran, with her for- 
ing locks, to a ſtone-built houſe, de- 
figned as a ſhade for deer. Scamper 


was quite in rapture, and would HV,. 5 


rug after her, but was ſtopped'by tie 
Colonel, who gave the terrified"Hoy-' 
den time to dre — while Brake 
rulhed upon Lady Freelove, Who ap- 
peared like a Mermaid upon the water. 
1 as ſoon joined by 'Scamper and 


Grainger. 


«. * 
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| hang ber head in baſhful filence, and 


CIT 
12 


Grainger, who. raillied my, Lady. ſo 
much, that the diſappointed... ereid 


abſolutely. bluſhed: Ves, even Lady 
ee the 1 the undaunted, 


2 5 5 I 


| | L will not 7 . * 5 might 155 hap- 
.- 0 Nur. Lt Girls, bike her, 


Partys, 


** chan . be e 


* 


The Unrasnronanty Wire. 139 
by her example, to be cautious about 
their company: For though they way 
really mean no harm themſelves, 
they may be brought into a great 

many indifcretions, by aſſociating with 
Women who, having once loſt all 
pretenſions to Modeſty, eagerly ſcek for 
every opportunity to draw others into 
their ſituation. I am glad, however, 
that Mrs: Aﬀeell is seen re- 
venged. If Miſs Kitty loſes a Huſband 
by this fooliſh frolick in Frrelbve- Parl. 
ſne will have nobody to blame but 
herſelf. Voung Women ſhould very 
early in life habituate themſelves to 
reſiſt all 1 ſolicitations; 
Gould often avail themſelves of the 
monoſyllable No, which is extremely | 
ſerviceable upon many occaſions. The 
ardent Lover often' feels his 
mcreafed by the coy behaviour of the 
Miſtreſs of bis Heart, ä W 


languiſh in an Allemande, warble 


1 
| 

| 
1 
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ſhe- does a violence to her inclination - 
by modeſtly 3 his wiſhes with 
a Negative, takes the ſureſt way to 
raiſe herſelf in his eſteem. If Worn 


would be leſs froward in their beha- 
viour to their Lovers, they would 
quicken their advances to them; but 


the Flirts in hanging ſleeves of the 
preſent age are too conceited, and 
too knowing to take advice: Even 
Warning has no effect upon them. 


How: miſerabiy is the education of 
young Women neglected? who, while 
their ever- green Mothers and Grand- 


mothers look upon themſelves as their 
_ tivals, think they are ſufficiently qua- 


lified- to mix with their company if 
they chatter French, tranſlate, Tta- 
lian, kick their heels in a Cotillon, 


Gondolicr Ballads, join in a Catch, and, 
e nnch all, fill up the en 


. 
* 
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of a Quadrille Table. How can we 
ſingle young Fellows ever expect to 
find Girls fit to make tolerable Wives, 
while they attend only to externals, 
and to the moſt uſeleſs externals, the 
moſt trifling ones? How barbarouſly is 
the female Mind diſregarded, in which 
the ſeeds of Virtue, Delicacy, and 
Truth ſhould be early implanted.— 
But to quit a ſubject which has tired 
my hand; and your head will, no doubt, 
be fatigued with my reflections upon it 
_ before you get to the end of my letter; 
let me return to Mrs. Aſtell. — She is, 
at laſt, become ſo fully convinced of 
her Huſband's ill treatment of her, 
that it has made her quite melancholy, 
yet ſhe ſtill © looks like Patience up- 


on a Monument, ſmiling: on Grief.” 


The fight is too affecting — I haye 
made a thouſand efforts to remove 
her dejection: It is ſometimes, 1 
: think, 
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think, leſſened, but it ran 
eee ee, 
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"Kitty Burrell is juſt n bits to 
Alicll. Part, fomewhat fobeted, in my 


opinion, by her late adventure; yet 
_ «there is ſtill a giddy wildne( in her 
- tcarriage with which I cannot be 


.plcaſed.. However, to do the Girl 
juſtice, ſhe takes no ſmall pains to 


give! me pleaſure. Not that I have 


I to imagine that ſhe has any 
attachment to me : The 
dach is, 1 believe ſhe vrould be mighty 
Flad te be well married, eſpecially as 
de begins to *be fenſible of her 
miſtake, in aceommodating herſelf to 
Lady Frimbwe s plan, and fears, pro- 
o ably that her paſt behaviour may 
A = 

Wo, 
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lows, ; inclined to , from ven- 
turing upon ſuch a frolickſome Filly. 
I have, indeed, thought, for ſome 
time, "that this World will be com- 
pletely a place reſembling Heaven, 
"where, we are told, no perſons are 
married) 1 gens in 1 marriag Thou 

b Group hly 'diſpo ſed. to believe, 


„ ˙ ww 


| Man 5 5 much better ſituated 
V. * 9 


th an extravagant "Jade of a Miſtrebs, 
Tag 0 1 be ſcivious Devil: of a Wike. 
You 850 24 * 
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Fr rom, the Same to the Same, 4 


X Har a ; delightful agitation of 
3 ſpirits am I in! and yet I can 

hardly give credit to my ſeriſes: But 

ĩt muſt be ſo: : I could not be totally | 
miſtaken. - Would you believe it, 

George? the very identical | Drawing, 

Which I fo. much wiſhed to ſee, is 

my Portrait, my exact Image, or elſe 
Ido not know myſelf --- I found it 

out by the oddeſt adventure imagi- 

nable. 


Having hos raillying Kitty Burrell 
upon her late intended amuſement 
in Freelove-Park, I proceeded at laſt, 
animated by the * to take more 
| liberties 


WF? 1 7 
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liberties than, I deſigned.” Where is 
the Man, George, Wy is alw * 1 el 
his guard ? 7 WENT 75 


- Mrs. Aſtell left de dom If Mrs. 
Ofizald had followed Kee, Kitty and I 
might haye, perhaps, carried the jeſt 
too far. Theſe coming Girls play 
the devil with a. Fellow of my * 
conſtitution.” 4 . 


Turning ont, and foal Mis. "FR, 
Ofweald frown—1- have already told 
you, that her frowns are rather OE | 
dable — I checked my WO | 

let che Girl go. — 


'On my walking out of the w way 1 5 Mi. 
Oſtoald, I met Mrs. Afel/ upon the 
ſtairs. Before I came up to her ſhe had 
her eyes intently fixed upon a piece of 
Vellum, which ſhe held in . hand. — — 
_ On ſeeing me, ſhe ſtarted, and ſeemed! 
Vol. I, H ready 


* 
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ready to ſcream: Her ſpirits were ſo 
much agitated, that theVellum.dropped: 
from her lovely Ungers, Net | 


I-caught; it up immediately, in dec 
to return it to her, and 2s there was na 
writing to be ſeen, imagined. I might, 
without being guilty of any unpolite- 

„ lock at it. Conceive, my aſto- 


by, niſhment. when I diſcovered my own. 


Likeneſs, and fo admirably executed, 
that I cannot expreſs what J felt, or 
What 1 faid upon the occafion: T enly 
know that 1 made an exelamation, 
while my eyes were fixed on the face 
of the dear Artiſt. — She threw -ber's 
down inſtantly, with a bluſhing con- 
fuſion which mocks all deſcription, 
ſ many new charms did it add to her 
beautiful features, WS 


: ' Urged by an impulſe. which” was 
18 = be, bb her . 
t 
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It trembled in mine; and it Was lucky, 
indeed, that I did ſcize it, for ſhe was. 
ready to fink down at my feet, ſo ex- 
ceſſive was the flutter ſhe was in. 
She tried, however, with all the ſtrength 
ſhe had left, to pull her hand away from 
mine, but her emotions were ſo vio- 
lent, that ſhe certainly would have 
fallen had 1 not ſupported her in 
my arms till ſhe recovered. She made 
great efforts to recover herſelf, and 
at laſt ſucceeded ; though ſhe was even 
then fo much embarraſſed that I was 
quife alarmed about her — I began, 
indeed, to ' tremble for her health. 

I was really fo anxious, that I found I 
did not expreſs myſelf with the readi- 
neſs. I wiſhed— Juſt when I was at- 
tempting to ſtammer out a ſort of an 
excuſe for having diſcovered what, 
circumſtanced as we were, could not 
be concealed, ſhe broke abruptly from 


2 me, 
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me, catching away the Drawing at the 
fame time, and left me ſtanding mo- 
tionleſs, as if I was that moment. x 
awaked from a dream; and I had, it 
is true, been loſt in a moſt charming 
delirium. —To ſuppoſe that ſhe had 
taken a ſatisfaction in not only tracing 
out, but in highly finiſhing my Pic- 
ture—what a tranſporting thought! 
Yet why am I tranſported? Do. 
not people who are ingenious enough 
to take Likeneſſes, copy from every 
body, from thoſe who are not agreea- 
ble, as well as from thoſe who are ? — 
But why, then, did Mrs. Afell diſ- 
cover ſo much perturbation upon my. 
finding her out? Yet that perturba- 
tion might have ariſen from a delicacy. 
uliar to Women who have finer 
eclings, and more exquiſite ſenſibility 
than the majority of their ſex. — To 
the common run of Women Mrs. 


W 7 
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Aſell is, indeed, infinitely ſuperior — 
No only duped myſelf when I 
fancied that I was any way concerned 
in the diſturbance of her mind. 
Good God ! how | ridiculous do we 
ſometimes make ourſelves by our no- 
tions! We firſt fancy we are in love, 
we then imagine that we are beloved, 
and, on a ſudden, take it into our 
heads that we are deteſted. Preciſely _ 
in this ſituation do I feel myſelf at 
1 e . | | 


In ConTiNUATION. 


—_ 


 H——ns! what a buſtle: was this 

little Drawing deſtined to make! It 

has endangered. the life of the moſt 
lovely of Women. —When ſhe left 

me, with it in her hand, ſhe went 

down into the Houſekeeper's room, 

and I went into the Library to write 
H 3 to 
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to you, — While I was writing I re- 


incloſe, about which you ſent me a 
letter, and which I had forgotten. 


hind her) ſhe hurried on, at the fight 
of me miſled her ſtep, and fell to 


my feelings at that inſtant? I ran, 
1 flew. to her — I raiſed her, lifeleſs, 


in my arms, ſupported her head on 
my boſom — for ſhe was ſtunned 


» Not a — there are 
ſo many Servants in the houſe — hap- 
pened to hear me. N 
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collected that I had ſome papers to 


Ihurried up ſtairs to fetch them. On 
my return I ſaw Mrs. Aſtell a few. 
paces before me on the ſtairs. Look- 
ing back (on hearing ſomebody be- 


the bottom. Good God ! what were 


with her fall — and called for help 
as loudly as I could. 
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I knew not What to do. 1 was 
embarraſſed to a degree. n 


The ſweet, ſuffering Angel, at length | 
opened her eyes, while I was prefling 


her to my beating heart, and aſking 
her where the was hurt, looked 


wildly. at me, and then, with a faint” 
voice, cried, I am forry, Mr. Byron, 


to give you ſo much. trouble. Pray 
call Fletcher to lead me up ſtairs. 


Let me lead you up, replied I, raiſing 
her on her feet—Where are you Lare ? 
Whither was you going 2059 2 


7 


To burn a piece of paper, anſwered 
ſhe, with a more lively glow I 


mean I was going to 8 letober orders 
about the raſberry.j a. 772 


She looked down, ch of hav- 
he once in her life, uttered an un- 
ruth, Pity, tenderneſs,” and ſome- 

H 4 thing 


I 52 22 be DayNatrovagts Ws. 


. at EI Rill” imo l- tie moft af- 


fectionate concern, indeed, * 
me to ſay and do every thing to 


relieve her. 1 almoſt carried her 


o ber Dreſfing- oom, for ſhe could 
not ſet one of her feet to the ground: 


Wn Oe 'She had ſtrained it. —— I placed 


— 


ber on a ſopha, and then, at her 


requeſt, rang for Fletcher. --- Re- 
treating backwards, I found myſelf 
ſcarce able to leave her: I wiſhed, 
indeed, to be deſired to ſtay: I wiſhed 
ſtill more to have a right to wait 
on her, to help her, to comfort 
her, and to watch over her with 
all the Nang EY of an enraptured 

| - Iu 5 5 1 What 
'a treaſure does he neglect! A trea- 
295 hich thouſands would purchaſe 

t hazard of * lives. 
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As ſoon as I left this charming 
Woman; I hurried aways in ſearch of 
Mrs. Oſald, and again  intreated. 
her to be particularly careful of her 
F riend. Adieu. 
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L E T TER XI. 
Art. As r II 0 My HALES.- 


p Am confined, my dear. Marianne; 

with a ſprained foot, which has 
occaſioned me a great deal of uneaſi- 
nels, and a great deal of pleaſure. 


You may. remember, that. I long: 
ago told you I intended to deſtroy: 
the Drawing I had made of one 
of the moſt amiable: Men in the 
world, but ſomething or other always 
happened to prevent me. To ſay 
truth, indeed, I did not know how to- 
_ diſpoſe of it —The weather being 
warm, we have had no fires. here a. 
great while, I could not, therefore, 
burn the Drawing according to my 
intention; and I choſe to burn it, for: 
I could not think of tearing it in 

pieces, on many een. 
| T'other 
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Pother day I fancied the Copy fo 
very like the Original, chat I could 
not bear to keep it any longer. I. 
went, therefore, to carry it down to 
Fletebers room, who was, I knew, 
boiling up ſome raſberries in ſugar, 
and deſigned to put it into the ſtoye 
Whom ſhould I meet upon the ſtairs 
but. Mr. Byron. Terrified to death, 

leſt he, of all Men, ſhould fee it, 1 
was thrown into ſuch a flutter, that I. 
let it fall out of my hands. He took 
it up, and, after having earneſtly, exa - | 
mined it, looked at me in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to convince me that he was 
| the only Man from whom it ſhould | 
have been concealed.— 1 was en 
titely diſconcerted.. I felt my face 
glow z 1 trembled; T Was ready to 
ſink. He threw his arm WWF, me, 
preſſed my 35 in his—In ſhort, , 
" Hl 6. | my 
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x Am confined, my dear Marianne; 
with a ſprained 1 2 which has 
occaſioned me a great deal of uneaſi- 
neſs, and a great deal of pleaſure. | 
| You may. remember, that. I long 
ago told you I intended to deſtroy: 
the Drawing I had made of one 
of the moſt amiable: Men in the 
world, but ſomething or other always 
happened to prevent me. To ſay 
truth, indeed, I did not know how to- 
_ « diſpoſe of it — The weather being 
warm, we have had no fires here a. 
great while, I could not, therefore, 
burn the Drawing according to my 
intention; and I choſe to burn it, for: 

1 1 could not think of tearing it in 
3 Peres, on many accounts. 


T' other 
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Te'other-day 1 fancied the Copy fo 
very. like the Otiginal,: that I could 
not bear to keep it any longer. 1 
went, therefore, to Gy it down to 
Fletebers room, who was, I knew, 
| boiling up ſome raſberries in ſugar, 
and deſigned to put it into the ſtoye 
Whom thould I meet upon the ſtairs 
but. Mr. Byron. Terrified to death, 
leſt he, of all Men, ſhould fee it, I 
was. thrown into ſach a flutter, that I. 
let it fall out of my hands. — He took. 
it up, and,, after having earneſtly exa- „ 
mined it, looked at me in ſuch a man. 
ner, as to convince me that he was 
the only Man from whom it mould 
have been concealed. -=-I, was: en 
titel diſconcerted.. I felt my face 
glow; I trembled; I was, $ 5 to 
fink. He threw his arm round me, 
! my 28 in his---In. Wort, 
N H 6. my 


= was frighted, leſt I:ſhould 


o 
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m Dear, be frighted-me;- that is, 1 


ſay or do 
ſomething that might occaſion farther 
miſtakes :. e e ops Wong Bop. 
abruptly... 


When F\ came down to Phe 
ne had not begun to light the ſtove. 


** s 
#$.. 


Scatce knowing what I did, T went 


15 and: ſtaid me time When T 
ought I ould meet with no more 
diſappointments, F proceeded again 
towards Flercher's o m. On Hear- 
-. ing Byron Behind me upon the ſtuirs, 
| Murricd to get but of Id Ris. WAY, and 
fell to the bottom. I was a little 
unge with my fall. When 1 re- 
- covered, I Bug myſelf 3 in his arms. 
He was very anxious to know where. 
I was hurt, very aſſiduous to gire me 
help, and inſiſted upon carrying me 
Wet: 1 begged kim to ring for 

| . 


pr {> 


a 
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: Fletcher; nd to leave me, thou gh 1 


believe he did not hear what I ſaid-— 
He ſeemed extremely umwilling to go, 


yet he did go, but returned again ſoon 
afterwards with Mrs. Oſivald, and both 


of them together have ſtudioufly enn 
 deavqured every moment to amuſe 
me, to entertain me. Mr. Byron is 


particularly ſolicitous about me: He 
does, indeed, too much, as I have 


a heart not ſteeled by inſenſibility, 


as. I am not blind 10 the united 


ſpends his. whole time in ſtriving to 


alleviate my pain, to leſſen my: anxi- | 


ety, and to raiſe my depreſfed- ſpirits: 


certainly, keep more out of his way; 


great propriety and diſcretion, and by 
lo doing is ſtill. more eſtimable in 


. 
_ > 0, 
* 
* 
4 
+ 4 1 


graces, perſonal and intellectual. He 


Were I able to walk, I would, moſt 


but as it. is, I cannot fly from him. 
He conducts himſelf, tis true, witii 


. 
1 9 * 
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my eyes; yet I tremble, teſt the po- 
litenefs with: which I am obliged to 

treat him, in au ak oor 20 
turn to him for the pleaſure he is 
- perpetually giving me,) ſnhould offend 
Mr. Aſteil, or induce” him, or any 
_ other. perſon, to imagine that Mr. 
Byron is too particular in his civilities 
to me: And yet, Marianne, ſhould I 
harbour fuch apprehenſions, if they 
might not reaſonably be entertained ? 
Do I not, by fuppoſing that any body 
will take notice of Mr. Byron's atten- - 
tions to me, while there is really no- 
thing cenſurable in them, diſcover 
that they are but too agreeable: to 
me It is the conſciouſneſs of my 
extreme ſenſibility which makes me 
fo fearful. Be aſſured, however, my 
dear Friend, that I wilt endeavour to 
keep the ſtridteſt guard over myſelf, 
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that nothing may eſcape me fufhcient 

to ſhew the great ſatisfaction I feel - 
the ſatisfaction I cannot help feel- 
ing — when I think of the prooſs 
which I reeeive of his regard for me; 
proofs which ariſe only. from his 
compaſſion, I imagine, and from the 
natural ſweetneſs of his diſpoſition. 
He looks upon me at preſent as an 
object in diſtreſs, and generouſly ſeizes 

every opportunity to hinder. me from 
_ reflecting too much upon my acci- 
dent, or upon the exceſſive indifference. 
of Mr. Afteil upon this occaſion, who, 
even while he viſited me as a Lever, 
did not: behave with half Mr. 
preſent aſſiduity. How. then muſt: 
Byron behave to the Woman to whom 
he is tenderly and ſincerely attached, 
if he is ſo very ſtudious to pleaſe me? 
And where is the Woman who can 
refuſc her heart to a Man fo every 


Way 


* 
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way capable of charming? It is no 
wonder, my Dear, that he ſhould be 
ſo nice in his choice of a Wife; he 
deſerves the 3% of Women: --- But 
I talk too much about him---I think 
too much about him Vet how can 
J poſſibly baniſh, a ſingle moment, 
from my mind, the Man who. takes 
fach pains to remove my ſorrow, and 
to afford me all the amuſement I am 
capable of enjoying Were he a 
Brother, a Friend, a mere Stranger, 
Gratitude would urge me to make 
eme acknowledgments to him 
muſt only act with circumſpection, 
my Marianne, and cheek myſelf when 
ever I am going to expreſs them. with. 
too much . a ; 


"Mrs. Oſiuald i is very kind. but. tho! 
the is naturally chearful, her ſpirits 


* 


ArE 
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are not, I think, much higher than 
mine at preſent. 


Write to me ſoon, my Dear, and 
believe me to be ever, 925 


Ys” 


Fours moſt affectionately, 


1 16 T 


2 E 12 T * R 2 
- Mr 7 Harzes to Mrs. ASTELL. 


I Pity you _ exceedin gly, my dear 

Maria, though you are in a ſitua- 
tion which would excite envy in the 
breaſts of the majority of our Sex. 
_ To be attended, and to be entertained 
by ſuch a Man as Byron, who, ac- 
Eeording to your account, devotes 
the greateſt part of his time to you --- 
how enviable is your ſituation ! --- 
If you are not diſturbed by the jea- 
louſy and malice” of thoſe Women 
who would gladly. be in your condi- 
tion, you will have very good luck 
indeed, eſpecially if thoſe Women, 
who from being at liberty to receive 
his ſervices, imagine they are more 


entitled to them than you are. Do 


* 


: 5 not 


> 
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not ſuppoſe, my dear Friend, from 
What I have ſaid, that I think you 
are inſenſible of the riſque you run by 
having ſo amiable a Man conſtantly 
endeavouring to pleaſe you. I only 
- with to ſtrengthen the prudent reſo- 
| lations you have made: You cannot. 
certainly, be too much upon your 
guard. I can eafily gueſs how dan- 
gerous it is to be frequently expoſed 
to the converſation of ſuch a ſeducing 
Man: A Man who cannot be pro- 
perly encouraged, while you are under 

| an. inglifloluble engagement to ansther. 
Mx. Alells bes is not hy any 
means to be juſtified; but his ander 
add ill- treatment will net | 
aan with any | apologics ng your 
breach of your marriage contract — 
And I dare fay you have too great a 
regard for yourſelf, and are too ſe- 
ouſly Miro: to the duty of a 
| Wite, 
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Wife, to give way to any ſenſations 
which ought not to be indulged. 
Mrs. Ofeald is in a very different 
fituation: Yet I do not approve of 
any Woman's encouraging a hopeleſs 
paſſion. — Thoſe who are in that way, 
generally feel their ſpirits too deeply 
affected by their diſappointments; and, 
I confeſs, I think we never appear to 
. ſo much advantage, as when we ap- 
pear with a chearfulneſs which reſults 
from a heart perfectly at caſe. _ 


I met Colonel Frampton the other day, | 
by mere accident, at Mr. Moors, with 

whom my Father and I dined. He ap- 

peared ſo extremely glad to ſee me, that 

I was rather ſurprized, though we were 
always upon very friendly terms. He 
ſeized my hands, and aſked me 
after you : He then mentioned every 
4 in the neighbourhood before 
10 


— 
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he ſpoke of Mrs, Ofwaid; but I could. 
not help thinkiog, from ſeveral obſer-, 
vations which I made, that ſhe was 
not, though laſt, the leaſt in his 
thoughts —1 may, I believe, ſay, that 
he is in /ove with her, according. to 
the common phraſe. Lovers are ſaid 
to be almoſt always blind; I do not 
think ſhe has any reaſan' to deſpair: 
Yet I would not fay too much, for 
fear of being miſtaken.” I do not pre- 
tend to ſecond ſight, but 1 think he is 
a modeſt, well-bred Man ; too modeſt, 
perhaps, to ſucceed I mean not to 
reflect upon Mrs. Ofwwald, Maria, 
whom I highly eſteem, but Mr. 
Frampton's apprehenſions about giving 
offence, may have tied up his tongue, 
at a time when his ſpeaking would 
have been of great ſervice to him. 


Having a mind to try him a little, 
from my eſteem for Bim, and from my 


affection 
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affection for Mrs. Ofwvald, 1 told bim 
what I thought of her Perſon, Under- 
ſtanding, and Behaviour, a 


He replied My Brother will be 
* happy with her. | 


"He. poke thoſe words in a | hurry, 
as if he was glad to get rid of them. 
I looked bard, at him, and then ſaid, 
I did not much think that Mrs. 
| OH intended to be Lady F "_- 
ten. gel 
0 Helifiensd eagetly,. d Send be 
devour my words If 1 may afk, 
without impertinence, faid he, I ſhould 
b. gl to know hy ou Wau ſo. 


* 


' I have my reaſons. FR So 
He bowed, and begged pardon. 


vu have committed no fault, re- 
Pn. One cannot help one's con- 
jectures; 
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jectures 3 mine may, be quite wrong 3 
time will diſcover who is in the right. 


Nu are, I dare fay, Miſs Hales, 
anſwered, he, ag I ſuppoſe you know 
the Man who itn 11. 
Ofwald's eſteem. - - 

I do, Colonel: But you are Enüble 
that we do not give our hands always, 
to thoſe whom we eſteem. 


It is nat always in our power, 4 
he, haſtily, 7 


It is in Mis. OR eng ne- 
plied I, to marry whom ſhe pleaſes: 


But if the favourite Man does not de- 
clare his wiſhes, how is ſhe to act? 
He changed colour, and looked ex- 
ceedingly diſconcerted, but anſwered, 
coelly enough I bought Indeed i 
do not know, Madam. 
Thus, you ſee, he appears to like Mrs. 
| Ofald, and, at the ſame time, feems 
deter- 
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every day, but, every day, be- 
haves more coolly, more forbiddingly. 


Far from being conſcious of having 
_ ming to offend” her, I am 
duced to imagine, that Fhave 
erred on the other ſide; but Women, 
even the beſt, are capricious beings; _ 
1 am, therefore, determined to go to 
my .own houſe. Afe/}, indeed, is 
very much from home, and were he 
more at hbitie, we ſhould feldom be 
together,” as our taſteß are ſo widely 
different, I hardly know why I fint _ 
thought of coming hither at all, for 


5 was not then acquainted with Mrs. 
Vor. I. og wc She 


* 


* * 5 
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Alell's various charms; but be and I 
had been at College together, and at 
that time I thought him a good-na- 
tured fellow, though wrong-headed. 
I helped him out of fovera ſcrapes 
in which he entangled himſelf, and 
he was fond of me: Nay, to do him 
juſtice, he had rather, I believe, have 
me ſtay here now; yet I cannot tell 
why, as we have very ſmall connec- 
tions with each other: He does not 
with me to be well with his Wife, I 
ſuppoſe: If he did, indeed, it would 
not ſignify at preſent --- I think her a 
lovely, but a very haughty and diſ- 
dainful Woman. Were ſhe at liberty 
this moment, I would not marry her, 
if ſhe would have me; and yet, George, 
T fancy. I could like. to ſettle with a 
ſuitable companion, if there was a 
| poſſibility of meeting with one; but 
dere are fo my difficulties, unſur- 
mountable 
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mountable difficulties,” attending ſuch 


a movement, that though I am wea- 


ried: to death with the life I lead, I 
cannot tell when I ſhall, whether I 
ever ſhall, change it. Were I only 
diſpoſed to gratify my Senſes, why this 
Kitty Burrell ſeems to be the very 
Thing to make a Wife of : But then 
has not ſhe alſo appetites to indulge ? 
and who can ſay, whether ſhe will 
ſet bounds to them? She does not 


appear by any means to be formed 
for a Wife, according to my ideas of 


a domeſtic Companion, and yet the 


ntly infinuating : But 
when I look at, when I liſten to, 
Mrs. Aſtell, I wonder at the amazing 


difference between them— I can hard- 


ly e them to belong to the ſame 
ſpecies: Were the latter unmarried, 
2 could ſhe love me as paſſionately 
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as I do her — What an intoxicating 
thought! 5 


- 


Jam going to prepare for my jour- 
"ney to Dogge without delay can- 
not you meet me there before the 
end of che ſummer ? Do if you can. 
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a Frampton i is s going, I believe. 


He would not, I believe, have 
+ - ſaid ſo long, but on Mrs. Of 


wualis account; ſo that Randolph 


aud Burrell only remain here. 
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LETTER XXII. 
Mrs. Os wAL D to Miſs HAT Es. 


I Am obliged to my dear Marianne, 
1 for the information in her letter to 

Mrs. Afell, relating to the only Man 
about whom I cannot be indifferent, 


till I am quite ſure that he has a per- | 


fect averſion to me: I will then give 
him up: But till that time comes, 
I beg I may hear every thing con- 
cerning him, if he happens to fall 
into your way again. In return, 
I can inform you, that we have a 
Gentleman here who ſends forth long 
ing ſighs after Miſs Hales. Were you, 
indeed, as well acquainted with Ran- 
dolph as I am, you could not ſuffer 
him to pine away thoſe hours which 

I 3 might 
* 


* 
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might be more ſucceſsfully employed 
near another Woman, who would ew 


him more conſideration. 


Miſs Burrell ſcers wonderf ally in- 
clined to comfort him under his diſ- 
appointment, and I would fain have 
perſuaded him to be kind. —I do not 
Chuſe, replied he, Ay, > unite 
myſelf to a Mermaid. = 


Sir William Frampton has left Cl, 
n conſequence of my being more de- 
termined than ever not to marry him. 
I believe 1 ſhall never be married, as 
te only Man in the world with whom 
4 fancy I can be happy, makes not 
"the ſmalleſt advances, tho he knows 
Lam at liberty: But I will no longer 
or Q————— 


Nr. Byron is going to leave us; 
tis departure will, you = be fure, 
w 


- 
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throw a thick gloom over us: Few 
Men, I will allow, are more amiable 
than Mr. Byron, yet I ſecretly wiſh 
he was gone, for reaſons which! I need 
not mention; you will eaſily gueſs 
them. I would not have my Friend 
too much expoſed to his Affiduities, 
to which, in ſpite of all her Diſcretion, 
ſhe cannot be totally indifferent. No 
Woman in the world can conduct 
herſelf with more Prudence, yet it is 
vaſtly better for her, I think, to be 

out of the way of Temptation. 3 


I oonſeſs I find myſelf much more 
Wann though 
I was dingly vexed when he took 
leave of us. While he ſtayed here I 
was perpetually anxious: I was al- 
moſt every moment afraid of his tak- 
ing too little notice of me, of his 
paying too much attention to other 


I 4 people: 
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"people: The watchings, -the fidgets, 
the frettings, the repinings, which he 
occaſioned — very innocently on his 
 fide— are not to be deſcribed, and 
could hardly be repaid by a life of 
the moſt uninterrupted tenderneſs. In 
ſhort, Marianne, I ſometimes heartily 
deſpiſe myſelf, for giving way to an 
8 from which I was never 
encouraged to expect any felicity; 
and I ſhould have ſo thorough a con- 
tempt for myſelf, were I looked upon 
as a Woman ſighing for a Huſband, 
that I am reſolved to endeavour to 
conquer every riſing ſenſation in fa- 
your of the Colonel—I will even try 
to drive him from my thoughts as 
much as poſſible; yet I like to hear 
where he is, and what he is doing; it 
can be no crime to wiſh him happi- 
neſs with another Woman. | o 


In 


1 
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In ConTINUATION. * 


7 has been ſent for by his 
Father. Aſtell has invited a new Sert 
down. I wiſh, as well as Mrs. Afell; 
that they may prove as agreeable com- 
panions as thoſe: who are going to 
leave us: There is no harm in driv- 
ing one pretty fellow out of our heads; 
with another. 


4 


1 am, 
my Ss Miſs Hale, 
Ever affectionately yours,, 
5 H. O. 
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Have Jeſs gel. Pes, 5 1 ha 
left there the c Miſtreſs of 
it. I tore myſelf away at the very 
moment when I fancied that ſhe part- 
ed from me with regret. I thought 
ſhe had been particularly ſerious for 
ſttzme two or three laſt days. I could 
; E- not find that her Huſband had exer- 
cCeiſed any new acts of tyranny againſt 
ber; 52 ſhe ſeemed deſirous of being 
dlone, and rather avoided me more 
_ - than any body. I was hurt, I con- 
+ fels, exceedingly by her behaviour; 
and though I had reſolved to go, I 
could not help being anxious to know 
Whether ſhe was * diſpleaſed with 
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© only unhappy 
on Afletl's account. I followed her 
about from plaoe to place. At laſt 1 
was not able to endure eden 
ing ſuſpence, and yet I knew not 
what to ſay, I was afraid of diſ- 
cloſing my real thoughts too freely. 
1 was a the fame time, loath to con- 


deal them entirely. 


The evening before my A 
I found her ſitting in a melancholy at- 
titude, looking upon ſomething which 
ſhe held in her hand; from the fize 
of it, I imagined. it: to be the very _. 
Miniature that had occaſionefl od 


much confuſiam; but the compoſure 
with which ſhe remove it. on my ap- 
proaching, made me think I Was miſ- 
taken. I wiſhed to know, but did not 
care to be thought impertinent I ſat 
| down by — 3 | 
& 16 * Wo 


* * 


ble place to-morrow, ſaid I;. 
therefore hape ych will indulge | me 
with as much of your company to- 
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and 


wn 


night as yu can ſpare me. 
She ſighed, and turned away her | 
Head 3" but made no anſwer. | 


T took. her. hand. She ae it 
back, but gently, and. till continued 


ſilent I am ſo entirely out of . 


rits to- night, Mr. Byron, ſaid fic, at 
laſt that I am not capable of enter- 


taiping-you:” * 


- 


| 2 vou 6 or: in» 


"reſt me, replied I.--- and I: am par- 
. intiteſted about you at this 


- moments. 3 L * that fone» 
1 Could 1 but remove 
it beſore I go, I _ we . 
8 


+. 
— 


a 


” . 
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She Gghed again, looked down and 


then up again in y face, with ſd 
much tenderneſs and gratitude, ſo 
fweetly expreſſed in her own --- if my 
eyes deceived me not --- that ſhe al- 

moſt deprived me of my ſenſes. , 


+ 


I am very much obliged o 
Sir, for your attention to me wood 
ing my confinement ---' l 


She was going on, but 1 doppel 8 
her - Preſſing het hand, I told her 
how much pleaſure it gave me, to 
think that any attentions of mine had 
been agreeable ta her.; adding, that 
J ſhould feel myſelf the happieſt of - 
Men, could I drive . all — * 

from her mind. | 


I looked what I Fa At wat in- vi 
fant” her: charmed eyes met mine, 
replete with an affecting W 
which melted my ſoul. 

* | | Starting: 


— 


0-7» 


4 Like Une aomona : 312 Wirz. 


_ Starting ap an _ n 
n 


'T i ee by this 7 
uſt when I thought ſhe appeared to 

; moſt pleaſed with :me---I ven- 
tured to detain her - to ſeize her 


Hand again. She turned towards me 
with the fame enchanting looks: She 


returned my preſſure: Then, haftily 


clapping her handkerehief to her face, 
n from me, and hurried away. 


1 ſtood looking after her as if my 
foul had been Feparated from my 
I would have given the world 

only to have aſked her if ſhe was un- 
willing to have me leave her ? But 1 
did not dare to*propofe ſuch a queſ- 
tion J could not think of making 
any addition to her uneaſinefs, if any 

| — ſhe , feel on * ac- 


count. 


We 


2 
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We met agein at ſupper. Neither 
* us ſpoke . though Ms. O/⸗ 
wald, good-naturedly, endeavoured to 
enliven us. She intended to do us a 
pleaſure by her kind behaviour, but 
we did not appear to be pleaſed with 
it — I, certainly, was not. I choſe 
to indulge a thouſand reflections, 
which aroſe from obſervations- made 
on Mrs. 4ftel!'s carriage; obſervations 
which I could make with caſe, as 
there was no other company to * 
off my attention. She ſpoke but Ht- 
tle, yet I thought ſhe took more no- 


tice of me ————— FR no 


pains to ſeize another opportunity to 


bid her adieu. ---T was afraid to truft 


myſelf a ſecond time; I, therefore, 
only ſuffered my eyes to ſpeak, and 
left the Park at break of day. Before 
my departure, I invited all the com- 

pany left there, to accompany the 
Maſter 


44 
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Maſter" and Miſtreſs of it,, to ſpend 
ſome time with me at Byron Lodge 
| fell, inconſiderate mortal, promiſed 
to bring his Maria. She ſaid nothing. 
I could not expect her to fay any 
thing. ---I found a moment to bid 
Mrs. Ofwald more particularly fare- 
well, and: earneſtly. recommended to 
her the care of her lovely Friend. 


She replied'--- No perſon has a 
higher, eſteem. for Mrs. Aſtell than 
myſelf, nor / wiſhes to be of more 
ſervice. to her; but. I ſhall be obliged 
to return home. in a ſhort time, I. 
hope, however, to have the pleaſure 
of Mrs. 8 * r in Wilt- 


2 she will den de inthe realy en 
to me, and ſhe will be under the care 
of a ſenſible, agreeable, well - bred 
Woman, who is, I believe, her fins 
F< TM | cere- 


* 
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cere Friend. Next to the protection 
of ny arms, her reſidence with Mrs. 
Ofwald will be attended with the 
greateſt ſecurity. 


I find myſelf exceedingly de preſſed. 
juſt now, but muſt endeavour to rouze 
myſelf. I muſt not give way to this 
ſtupidity hanging about me : It will 


be of no kind of ſervice to the charm- 
ing Maria, or to 


| Your very fincere Friend, 


EDwaRD ByRoN, 


LE T- 


E 
= LE TTER XXIV. 


Mrs. ASTELL to a Hals. 


PHE s E REINER t of our Company 
| have left us, 2 Mrs. Ofwald 


l : talks of going in = few days. She has 


begged me to accompany 


Abel. 


eatneſtiy 

ber, but I am afraid. that Mr. 
will not let me go, though he is ſo 
ſeldom at home, that T ſhould ima- 
gine he might ſpare me very well. 
Howgguch « do I with, my Marianne, 
that you were here, to ſupply the 
place of Mrs. Oſinald. She is a moſt 
amiable Woman, and deſerves to be 
happy. Is it not ſtrange that Co- 
lonel Frampton ſhould be blind to ſuch 
merit? 


— 


Mr. 


i K * n ik. a. —"——_— —_ 


— 
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MI. Byron is gone too —1 am ſur- 
1 that be was not in love with 
her. He eſteems her, I believe, fin- 
cerely, I am afraid I behaved very 
fooliſhly when he took leave of me. 
I was exceedingly dejected. 1 chought 
of Mrs. Ofwald's approaching de- 
parturez I thought of the impoſſi- 
bility of my having my dear Marianne 
in her room: I dreaded to be left 
alone with Mr. Afell, ſtill more 
dreaded to be left with his difagreeable 


Companions, after the departure ef 


thoſe who were fo very entertain 
ing. However, I fancy Mr. Afﬀel! 
is ſo much attached to Kitty Burrell, 
that he will, not want any body 
elſe. Her Brother, who behaved 


with great politeneſs while he * 
is gone to Paris. 


* " 
- 
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Mee, Ofanald takes a great deal 
b pains to make Mif Burrell think 
4 little. ſeriouſly. . ſometimes ; but 1 
am... afraid her endeavours will not 
be... ſucceſsful: Not at preſent at 
ſteal. — She ſeems extremely diſ- 
pleaſed at Mr. Byron's going away: 
There is not a perſon, indeed, who 
does not regret his abſence: Even 
Mr. fell, though he differs from 
bim o widely in his ſentiments, ap- 
pears... to diſtinguiſn him in a par- 
ticular manner. There is, certain- 
1y, an irreſiſtible charm in Merit, 
which makes the moſt inſenſible 
take. notice of it, and ire it. 


1 am ſorry to a. you fo dull 
a Letter, but 1 am neither capa- 
ble of contributing to my own amuſe- 
ment, nor to. that of my Friends: 


BIA 1 N Yet 


'S TR” Gy — ond 


* 
* 
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Yet I am — and ever ſhall re- 
main, N CITY 25 5 D 
Yours, n 


moſt affectionately, 
NI. As T ETI. 
1 


poaſſion, ſwearing that he would turn 


b 


LETTER XXY. 


| _ Mr * HaLEs f Mrs. AsTELL. 


HE 8 and moſt unex- 
pected affair has happened. Mr. 
Randolph, the elder, did me the honour 
to take a prodigious fancy to me, on 
ſeeing me at Mr. Moors, and aſked 
my Father's conſent, it ſeems, to my 
becoming his Daughter: But when he 
mentioned his deſign to his Son, upon 
his return from Afell-Park, the young 
Man peremptorily refuſed me. In 
conſequence of that refuſal, the ol& 
Gentleman came hither, in a violent 


him out of doors, and difinherit him, 
if he did not make his addreſſes to 
"me directly, 


* 


I was 


8 
In 
I& 
nt 
rn 
N, 
to 
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believe, that the young Man had half 


I was not a little aſtoniſhed, Maria, 
I own, for I have had the vanity to 


a mind to make love to me Let no 
Girl, therefore, harbour ſuch flattering 
ideas for the future, nor take common 
Civilities for downright. Deelarations, 
left ſhe meets with the ſame diſap- 
pointment I have received. It fits 
ay eaſy upon me, however; ſo 
that T was quite capable of interpoſin 
n favour of poor Randalpb. I earneſtly 
in treated his Father not to be offended 
with him for what he could not help 
Love. and Hatred, Sir, added I. are 
- involuntary Paſſions, and it is not in 


He replied I agree with you, 
Madam; and therefore, as my Son 
has refuſed you, nnn 
e 1 
4 I could 
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I could not refrain from laughing 
at the old Gentleman's deſcription of 
his fituation, but very freely told him, 
chat I ſhould civilly decline the honour 
25 did me. | 


1 ſuppoſe TORE fri he, you. had 
rather marry Jamer. Why, he is a 
good Lad i in every thing but this Re- 
fuſal, which is fo contrary to Senſe and 
Reaſon, that he muſt have quite loſt 
bi Wits. 


Not at all, Sir, replied I; only con- 
fider; how unreaſonable it is in you to 
expect your Son to like the Woman 


ho happe agreeable to yon. 


; ns- to be 
He may have fixed N on a 


very different perſon. 


Perhaps he has, anſwered he; and 
for that reaſon I am in ſuch a paſſion; 
* a vou are the fort of Woman 

whom 


1 
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bad ever liked me, and therefore 
every . thing 2 could think of, to 
8 the old in 'favoul 


Mir. Randolph. "He told * me, at is 
tar if 1 could: talk as" mach 46th 
ere de a. I I had talked to 
would do. He then let | 
mb, infilting upon bis tending Bic t 
ie, ig ſpite of an u oppoſition" 10 
ſüch * unneceffat proceeding. W 
1 have Yor 0 0 wan der 
hour's chat with dalp o ma 
be 'certain that F a m5 el 25 
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imagine, 097 that 1 al bed his 
Son. After A, Maris,” Meh ane d 
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— — 7 i would be better for 
her, if he would liſten to. che Ä 
of ſo.ſeabble a Friend as Mm. Of 
I wih zon would . 
Q to Wik/biee. . 1 ought. Np 
5 indeed, | having pever been married, to 
d my opinion. freely; but I muſt 
own, I think a Woman ſhould, 

h ber Huſband, K. be dogs not be- 
have in A very unjuſtifable manner. — 
wich, may Dear, you had always the 
| ſociety af an agreeable, . femaly 
Friend, to alleviate” any diſtreſs Oeca- 

* digned. by, Mr. Aft}; to leſſen any 
nnziety you may feel on bis account. 


A840) Ehen — ſay — forgive 
we 
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me — that I am ſorry he is gone, 
though. Lam ready, at the ſame time, 
to do all poſible j juſtice to his uncom- 
mon. merit. Keep up your ſpirits, 
my Dear; I will try to. perſuade my 
Fate to ter: eb juls yow fen Beere 

the end ef che Sumner. Id the 
nne, ini A 9? 
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1 HE coocluſian f hour la Letter, 
n mg; Nears, avas vquith. a joocdial 
to my ſpirits. What: real; {pleaſure 
mon your Company give me? 
Very little e have I in Kitty 
x berg She ſpends her whole time 
- in trifling win Nr. Agel: She draws 
ham op(by her fooleries, and then he 
"rakes improper liberties; and when he 
takes them, ſhe affects to keep him at 
a great diſtance: By that ſort of be- 
haviour ſhe puts him into a very ill 
| humour, and, to make amends for it, 
encourages him to repeat his free- 
|  doms. Thus ſhe ſpends the day. 


Ty ' Mrs.  Ofwald left us on Friday. 
a was * Kitty conducted 
herſelf 
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; ber with rather more Diſcretion, 
but now thcown. aſide; d ſo, 
I am e be every 4 to 
Decency. Mr. Aftel/ 3 to ſtudy | 
nothing but to'pleaſe her On ſome 
pretence or other he - has 5515 off 
the C who were to have 
down: here this week. pcs mT 
fore, nobody to ſpea to but Miſe: 


Burrell, .as Mr. Ari ſeldom: anſwers 
when I addreſs myſelf to him. 


Tou would be -exccedingly \difgulttd 
with Kittys behaviour, = II 
told Mr. fel}; laſt night, thatyols? 
bad gien me hopes of ſeeing yum 
here again ſoon. Pray, my Dean 
quicken this kind refolation'as much 
Ke: 91 * 111 * 185,99 211 
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last I inſermed you, my 
Ir,, Hoe much 1 was ſurpriaed 


; 40 Nnaupde behavioor: In * 


Ia th Lum nen mote ſo. 
ii e ae ee nary 
Ow Tar/day morning he came-here... 

_Ilranatmork in m dieſſing room. 
Mana owed: ban up nice! He 
| lewieed: s Hale diſsoncerted at the enn 
Nw win which I. 
time, at a no eben 
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nge have his embarraſſment 
| r N | by 
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pence, 'F: told him, that his Father 
ha been:with nie the day before! 
des, Midant;” replied” he; Iven 
much fear that my Father has faid 
many things about me by no means 
agreeable to you;: but I beg you would 
excuſe him, as he was prompted ene 

tirely by the favourable impreſſions 
which your pern and charger hure 
| made o him. * 


* 40 aſſure Jon, Sir, 00 K 
that he fad notbiag in che leaſt 
diſagtecable to me: On the cons 
trary,. I. think, I am honoured by 
being looked. upon. as. my of bis. 
approbetion; INT. 4; * 2875 1 
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ut. to., atone, 5 WERE . "ah 
5 7 I bowed GY but 241 role BE:P reply: 
After Baring: ft a while!'withour 
rg 
Habe, Wit in onüng te 
sgh. =he began th „ 
the followin We r Js 
ther, Miſs Hales, cemmanded m th 


wait on | you; but. be e 25 
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bim immediately, replied; ho dv 
theſe» proteſtationz, Mr. 3 
. with your OS me een 


* FER QEE 2 12555 * 1 | 
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. capable of refufing, the only. Wo- 
mah in the world whom I I haye ſolong 
loved to adoration ? * 


lt was now my turn to wen beh. 
" my Dear.” T ſtill thought, he 
- chat this was ſome artifice Ws 

_ order to get off with his Father: vet | 
1 'couldnot' help feeling "myſelf duped 


2 che young Man, pen ſenſation 


4 Netiouſneſs into 4 
Wich alärmed mir: BY alt 11 8 
bim, it produced” a complete difco- 
1 MN te —4 * 
Celour, li "Hales, 
| —— yo was vb 
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e eee Wire: op 
in eee eee 
Ius miſtaken; mot diſguſted | 
* me.; Thuagh I doat; on you,.to 
extravagance, I would ſooner; periſh 
than becafion © 15 a fingle' rnoment's 
uneaſinefs. == Only give me leave; 
ſince 1 have a e far, Pb % | 
whole "Heart" 15 Weber 4 lub 
which his 16 0 ways 'm — 2 
tion, ang filled me Wich more anxicty 
145 1 be 6 fee 
you Rave human uy ty me; 
thongh it ray eye? "Be job ver 


YR. Tis 4! 
to return my 10. 45 * 
1 . 1 1. wad 55 yi: Hats A 


"hides, my Dear, there mere ſo 


many alterations in . 
tones, while he pole cee. {ce ed 
in ſo agitated a'condition, , that Had he 


deen my greateſt ee Wh oe of 
my fondeſt Lover, i Have felt 


for hi | — „ the os, voured 4 
484 bas | 0 1 8 1 


Oh 14; * 
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He then wold g render . T, the 
SINE was evinced by. the 
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Which. burſt from une — 
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be came; ie 
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I-refuſed you at once, becauſe. I 
determined that you never ſhould: be, 
en my account, texzod by your Father 
and mine, to marry a Man Wů1wo - 
| then. believed. n +70 love. 15 I 


What ag generous m e 
think? of Tagen to be 

own; that his uncommon bela — a 
woched me. I Wüf not pretetif to 
fiy, that 1 was in yr with Him i- 
mettfately, but F felt thott ſentimſenti 
Which will make kim, F Nope: 


by und 
by, as happy 


as he deferves to be: B 
pitied kim; I eſteemed Him. He was, 
indect?, too much affecret himſeff, at 
that inſtant, to bear a deal up 
175 tt I EI volt. 
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"knew" get what" to dd | 
bim- 
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kimlf.——Heiraſe up, ended; 7 
hixleyte gliſtened; his- hands trem- 
bled ; and he could: hardly articulate 


bs N begged him to com- 
a er Je 4p bim that 1 


Ek Th ts "> his Bead 
 .to.gpdure 55; Hle ſeized my hand, but 
pen. relpeAtul manner, and fad, 
| Von will admit me, then ? Toufwill 
Sve helleave, then, to ſee you, to love 
nf +-- To ſee you, to love yon, is 
1 e ame: thing. 1 -cannab..look.. on. 
e cannot liſten to you withou 7 — 
Bur; I will not tire 2. NOW, 

— * 0 Fay leave 


- + 


= 


me! r A Wat ar 
, 10 in into Lk ited a 1 4 cat 
ww : "When I have more vi | 
over myſelf, I will venture to ageept 
. 8h your bale abs 
J He then roſe up to 80 J but 1 de- 


15 Mafia, I farce thought Him fit 
o be truſted By himſelf?” 1 60 755 


W in his looks "and 


which difquieted,me prodigiouſſy, I. 
OT deſired him ta ay» and 

d the da with me. - Come, 
Fay it is a fine cool morning UF will 


Mie 2 1 me Gauen inden Park. 8 


Y 8k 


N. 7 Hand, ; 
which diſcovered the vio EW his 
emotions -I believe I took it from 


"Him ==> 79 ſtarted, dre back ſome 


; Wich oks fall uf con- 
b Qt! POTS 2 15 AT 
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Fo dhe Min elend dee ebene 
of Hini, e lov gave. 
bim my hand 
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l though, realy; F was ny of 
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nany encouraging things, 
Mac 105 to make him as 
e Laue o our EE 
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15 VarnentonanLy Wied. ng 
and then, Groke out -- How happy 
thall 1 make * Father . But at is 


will bleſs us all # - ere 


_T-affure yau, my dear Maria, that 
I felt a pleaſure, of which I had never 
been ſenſible before, in the fincere 
uffection of this worthy Creature 
for worthy he ſeems to be in every 
reſpe&t--- I ſhould have wrote, in- 
deed, to inform you of this unex- 
event e er now, but the truth 
is, I have been ſo much engaged in 
trying to reſtore: Mr. Rando/pd to his 
Reaſon, and to return his Father's ex- 
ceſſive Civilities, that I have not had 
a leiſure moment. If ever Woman 
was adored by her Lover, I ſtand a 
fair chance, I believe, to be that Wo- 
man. He ſeems to live, to breathe 
far me alone; and I really think he 

We SES "48 would 
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rather die than dp 1 7 ung - 
hich. would, he: thought, be 
ene eee 1 
3 ma FE: —3 de 35953 V 
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N | 
1 my queſtion, thy ide 
- MPs aps: , which I cannot cafily 
; 


þ Wa e ghts, 


me - 
ae a Auer "Mob x i 


experienced foprin"d of feeding My. 
- Aftell,” even before marriage, — 
of making me happy, I could not er- 


«6 ad him very "obliging al after 
wards: - He has, juſt now, 


krly embärraſſed me- But let W 
firſt rejoice with you on your having 
met with an agreeable Man, fo affidu- 
ous, ſo very ſollicitous' about the poſ- 
ſeſſion of your heart, and fo deſerv- 


ing af it. 1 always thought Randolpb = 
* I always ' 


| 
| 
l 
1 
{ 


. pas Wis. 
very much 
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Afell has juſt. been with me, to tell 
me, that E niuſt 3 
Dorſetſhire on Saturday, and that 1 
muſt take every thing with me ne- 
XL for a 5 1 wembled, 


1 


he yo 0 : you. - — . Eons | 
| fed my MIND and; ED 5 


things relating to our Ke 


which filled my eyes with tears, 

prevented me from anſwering him. mw 

Do, write to me: my dear Marianne, 

and tell me, if you do not think this is 

3 Adieu. To. 34 
f _ WE” 's N. A. 
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' Woddyou believe it, G 
as if he knew how heavily my 
drags on without the ſociety of 
the Woman T love, "is going to bring 
1 Wife hither, --- Was ever 
-- Bins more to be withed for? --- 
But what a wrong headed Mortal 
this oFfel is? He was always diffe- 
ent from the reſt of the world. 1 
wonder whether the dear Creature is 
_aq\plraſed- with her Huſband's deſign 
as 1 3 Burrell is to be of 


r 
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world whom I could fancy, were ſhe 
' diſcreet, and a. little more pol ſhed. 
But what is Nich, what is apy other 
Woman, to Mrs. Afell? My heart 
hounds with joy at the bare idea of 
being e Under the fame roof with 
it in my power o 
e = er eptortainment.; to 
diſcover, every moment, the tender 
reſpect 1 feel for her; to watch every 
motion of her eyes, that I may fly 
to obey her wiſhes before ſhe can 
even find time to utter them. 


I am wild to know whetlier ſhe is 
manæuure. I thought, when we 
parted, that ſhe ſeemed affected to a 
degree at our ſeparation --- I may 
be miſtaken, however We Pup- 
pies in love are apt to be fanciful : 
And yet, that returned preſſure ſpoke 
more forcibly than a thouſand words. — 
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"aa not "too. much Alps 
wing inclination that may ret 
©, miſerable --- Nor can l deny 
— myſelf the rapturous delight of find- 
e e ſo tenderly diſpoſed to- 
wards me. —1 muſt Kaſten to order 
make her firſt 
agrecable, to induce her to 
W her refiderice with . eta; 


every thing that can 
reception 
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"Have, 1 7 8 8 your Letter 

by my removal hither, my dear 
Marianne. We arrived here laſt night. 
Nothing can exceed the friendly i re- 
ception we met with, except the ele- 
gance of it. Mr. Byron thinks of 
every thing capable of either amuſing} | 
or entertaining us; and were not my 
heart but too apt to be ſuſceptible of 
his infinite merit, and various powers 
of 'pleafing, I ſhould be moſt happy 
in one of the delightfulleſt fituations 
in the world, beautifully embelliſhed 
by the hand of Nature and of Art, 
and attended by the moſt amiable of - 


L 3: Men, 


* 
* * 2 8 1 a : ”- 
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Men, whole whole ſtudy ſeems to be 
not only to pleaſe mes bat to 'charm; 
not only to engage my attention, but 
to fr my het. Bot my trial a 
1 Marianne? Yet, if T can 
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tp Be 


« &> * 


Miss 


* . 


de Vuyaomonazts Wirz. 223 


MI Bernal is not deſtitute of ſenſe, 
ber e ne inclined to give 


the Men, ſhould be particularly careful- 
to keep their paſſions in order. --- But 
F have too much reaſon to watch over! 
my own conduct, to attend to, or to 
find fault uh, the carriage of other 
people: And I fancy I am pretty well. 
watched. I look upon Kerry as a fort 
of Spy ever me, from che kttle obſcrva- 
eh ge Ao ode bp bop» nog re 
Yet, Lwherher it is by Mr. gers 
order, or whether ſhe thinks Mr. 
Byron is more civil to me than to her, 
I cannot tell Tho attentions of ſuch 
a Man cannot but be flattering. T am 
Afraid of them for many reaſons. ; 


Pray write u me, and. fortibfime 
agginſt myfelf: Let me hear whether 


and young Women, 
good deal with- - 
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Mr. Randolph improves upon you as 

wuch as I expect, for I ſhoyld ima-: . 
that the uncertainty of his ſuc- 

ceeding with you at his firſt addreſs,, | 

7 rendered him much leſs agreeable 

than he really is. I am quite glad 

that you are, at laſt, become ſenſible of 
the tenderneſs of ſo deſerving a Man. 


Sa 1 have written to Mrs. re but 
eee, e A d 46”; 
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Ta, my dear Marianne, 8 
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. wth my uſual fincerity, —_ 
© Your, very abe, 
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LETTER XXXI. 


"2 fe Raus, to Mrs. ASTELL.” 


Pity you, my dear Friend, and 4 
aſſure you, that I would not, for a 
great deal, be in your ſituation, be- 


cauſe I fear I ſhquld „ 


ſelf fo well. You have a very difh- 


cult part to act; yet, 1 dare fay, yon 


55 ſupport it with the greateſt pro- 


Men are not 0 formidable, 


Maris, as I had imagined them to 


be. --- This Randolph idolizes me ſi 

much, that I am afraid he will {poil 
me: He lets me do juſt what I pleaſe 
with him In return, as I owe Him 
the greateſt conſideration for ſuch a 


winning behaviour, 1 am determined 
to make him as happy as I can.. He 


is really a very amiable Man 3 he im- 


9 
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She tells me; that ſhe has 
wrote to Wu, We die tells mes at 
| He has got the fineſt fluttering Fellow 
a Lover that premiering; kiniſdf 
in chat charter. Kithet let me call 
mn ar Adrhirer, + dds the, for I can 
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Byt he changed colour ne 
turned His head, and appeared to. 
uncommonty agitated. nee 

I. Vas ſarry eee 
diſconcert him, though as I had, ac- 
_ cidentally, embarraſſed him, I thought 
That's good er nmr Jin 641/ 
could make any diſcoveries for our 
Friend: F therefore. ſaid, 1 thalf be be 
very glad to hear of her being inclined 
to liſten to an agreeable. Man, for after 
having been unhappily marred, uwe 
ante be heppily dis « e 
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Ie not ſure,” for ſhe men- 
=] him in a manner which left 
"doubtful 'with regard. to 
| ber 88 concerning him. 'Do 
You intigine, Colonel, that he will de 


- 


FFF, i r. IX; 


par og, word, . replied be, e. 

Veen no judge at all of the Ladys 
e You cannot apply to a 
T ore iproper perſon in the wor Id. 
| He then turned-from me, as if he 
choſe Reither to bear nor to ſay any 


 Randa/ph 
ee we with bin, 
1 . - He kept himſelf cloſe to my. * 
* 8 4.99 ay 1 
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Conſci jous,of baving,no ill deſign, I 
told him, with a mile, that baving 
inadvertently - * omething 
- Khich had, 1 believed, diſconcerted. 
| he Colonel, I was willing to endeavour | 
to make an atonement for my fault. 


© Here Randolph bega n to look fooliſh. 
In ſhort, I thought both the Men 
mad; but 5 behaviour was very dif- 
ferent from Frampton s, who looked 
ſullenly diſcontented: The other ap- 
peared to be actually terrified to death, 
juſt as if Thad given bum up for the | 
Colonel. He followed me'-with an 
cager, anxious face, which ſeemed to 
demand what I Was about, and Why 
I took ſo. much notice of Frampton 


If he, touched my hand, 
I felt bir tremble, an Salad burm 


from him, while he leaned ov %r my | 
chair, that 1 was afraid: they-would - 
arr gay: hoon out of . Len 


223 243 


+ - 


38 e Sate bra N * 


| — wag bad I not con- 

—_ fidered that it war his affetction for me 
. reſts wat ff | 
- and chat few Men love with | 
fincerity and rendernefs. | 
- Determining, therefore, to cxert my 
compaſſion towards: him, T utned 
about, and threw-all. the regard l felt 
for him into my countenance—- Giy- 
ing bim my hand, at the ſame time, 
I aſked him what was the matter with 
And eker he Was not well? 
nnen my 


It certainly 
Webb 
not à little aſhamed of _ having enter - 
Ws. Auen any falpiciots injuriaus-to me. 
1 Suching my hand eagerly, ho car- 

75 ae ge, tkhanked me ſor my 
N atten- 


.v 


Hand it the ſame moment, 
 Haks, forgive 
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in my ar, - 


me --- Did you = 
know yourſelf with what ardent den- 


would make a little 


fears: Fou e 7 4 


et or my 
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I could.not but be pleaſed with his 
D manner of acknowledging 
himſelf in an error — Jealouſy, indeed, 
is a very trouble ſome, paſſiop 4 pet 
Would you, ., Maria, . think the. Man 
loved you as he ought, who could ſee 
you very attentiye to another, and be, 
at the ſame time, perfectly at eaſe? L- 
To ſay truth, L was, by no means diſ- 
ſatisfied with Ka 10 . behaviour — 
There is a reſpectful diffidence in his 
ops Which is very Pleafing ; I 
y add, extremely infiguating, --- 
(cd enough of myſelf, 
and of him who will ſoon, be, I ima- 
gine, a ſecond. ſelf. 72 Adieu, my 
dear Maria:, Be upon your guard 
| againſt, the. too agrecable Friend, leſt 1 


be umperceptibly. flides into 5 
| Lover: Such a e, ie 
eaſy e —— 122 
* uit ore Adieu. > {np Wor 
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3 | gp ot ; 
Ut, Brzon to Sir Gzonor Grar.” 
Fg gt a 
| Wnar tranſp port is there in e u 

for ever near the object whic 

is moſt dear to us on earth z in having 
it brought home to us, in ſoothing, 
cheriſhing, and entertaining, from 
morning to night, the ſweet Miſtreſs 
of our affections, and in ſeeing that 
we ſucceed in our attempts to give 
her pleaſure, even to a degree: that 
makes her tremble with delight ! --- 
Preciſely in this ſituation am 1, at 
preſent, with Mrs. Agel! - By the 
- ſatisfaQion which gliſtens in her eyes, 
by the modeſt timidity which glows 
upon her checks, and by the half- 
formed accents Which flutter upon | 
NY rr ee On 
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her lips, I am every hour convinced 
more and more, that ſhe cannot look 
upon m with indifference. Yet, 
while every Look; and every Geſture, 
fill me with rapture, as they aſſure 
me of her partiality. in my fayour, 
every effort which ſhe makes to ſup- 
preſs the involuntary proofs of it, in- 
_ Ereaſes my admiration and eſteem --- 
How great is her diſcretion, and, in 
this age, how uncommon, as almoſt 
eve e, e eee 
—— as well as a pleaſure — in 

givin 45 encouragement not only to 
Admiration, but to Love. What an 
cxemplary Wife does this angelic 
Creature make to the wretch her 

Huſband! --- I cannot poſſibly gueſs 
at his motives for bringing her here, 
unleſs he intends me a favour, which 
even the moſt modern Hufband ſeldom 


| 8 upon his Friend --- Be it as 
it 


* 
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it may, 1 feel for this charming Wo- 
man; I ſee her ſtruggling with an 
inclination, which, while it tranfports 
me out of my ſenſes, Virtue and Duty 
will not permit her to yield to.it, and 


which I dare not, from the ſincerity 


of my tenderneſs for her, venture to 
encourage, leſt we ſhould! hoth forget 
ourſelves, Jeſt I ſhould contribute. ta 
the deſtruction of the Angel I adore. 


Fell me, Gray, can a Man be ſaid 
to love a Woman' as he ought, who, 


In order to gratify his paſſion. for her; 


leſſens her in her own eyes, in the 


eyes of her Friends, in the eyes of 
every body, who would otherwiſe 
tht Mien ro ---To deprive 


myſelf, then, of an opportunity to be 
fuch a villain, I am going to do, what 


few Men who love like me, would de: 
q am a going to chdeavour to place. a 
guard 


236 The e UNFASHIONABLE Wire, 


guard between the dangerouſly-charm- 
- ing Marie and myſelf, which ſhall 
prevent too cloſe'a connection between 
us. Not that 1 doubt the Lady's 
fortitude, but I extremely diſtruſt my 
own ſtrength of mind, as I am naturally 
of an'amorous complexion, and as I 
am ardently attached to this delicious 
Woman, who is left perpetually with 
me alone, (for Kitty Burrell and 
Aſell are for ever flying from us, and 
leaving us together.) — Should I for- 
get what I owe to her, and ſolicit, 
with importunity, for a return of ten- 
derneſs — What may I not have to 
anſwer for.? Circumſtanced as we are, 
I: ſhould be particularly careful to 
conceal all my feelings on her account 
| from her I have, therefore, though 
it has coſt me a great deal, — (ſevere 
has been the conflict in my breaſt 
1 this agitating occaſion) — I have 


written 


* . * 


* 
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written to Mrs. O fuld, to beg tlie 
fayour of her company, hat ſhe may 


give her fair Friend the pleaſure of 


meeting her here If ſhe can com- 


"ly wack ny requeſt, I know I ſhall 


be kept in . If che refuſes, I give 


myſelf up for loſt --- and the Lord 
have mercy upon Maria, for I ſhall, I 
fear, very ſoon find it out of my 
power to ſhew her any. 


5 When I had finiſhed my. Letter to 
Mrs. /Ofwald, I went to Mrs. Afell, 


and acquainted her with the contents 
of it. She bluſhed like crimſon, and 
then, turning pale as aſhes, ſunk 
back in her chair. I forgot every 
thing at that inſtant — My Retenue 
fled away ] overſet the table, caught 
her in my arms, ſtrained her to my 
boſom with a fervency which im- 
mediately recovered her, and breathed 


a thou- 


* 


3 


> only 'faw, but felt, krenly felt the 


* "3 - , 
> * 8 1 x 
= * Y 7 b 
X | ** 
.- 
4 - 


4 
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Nes n tender ighs.on her languid 


„in a moment recol- 
BY that he was the Wife of the 
an wh * received in a hoſpitality 

ed my Frien le on 
5 1 recahecBenf) T' was 
e, Gal Ber oct inks 
5 rec ſweetet thay elk Blown roſes, | 
_ and purer thun new-falten ſnow. | 
8 - Setting her dom again in her chair, 
og, ohen Which | froze every 
ep of hood in my weine, I 400 | 
bars In Madam, you are not il. 
Mr. Byron! exclaimed the dear 
credtute, with lobks expreſſive of 
aſtoniſhment and , as if the not 


ſudden change in me * 


I bope dos are not ill, Mrs. 44 
een J. With ſofter — 


©, eric H, Kill more tenderly; you 
 Hightod rhe execflively, added I, with 
ee which difccveredd every ardent 
_<inotion of my foul, while I ſeizbdl 
n enen, to 


aud thou 


— 


Fhe Onyaumrananns Wirk. a 2398 
No not now!; replied the, faking. | 
in«/plaintive von- — e 535 
How glall am 1.5 be, J 59 | 


No, Sir —anſwered. ſhe, Kintly, 


withdrawing her hands at the fame 


tine —1 gelt a giddineſs in my oe 


but 1 am better now. 


f 


She then roſe and left 15 8 0 am 
glad, however, that I have ſent to 
Mrs. Ofwald : I dare not truſt myſelf 
with her: Nor can I conceive why 
Afell brought Kitty Burrell here, for 
ſhe ſeems to be the reigning Sultana 


gh ſhe is as wanton as ſhe is 
vain, ſhe carries it, I think, with a 


high 
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high hand. She will make a pretty 
extravagant ſort of a Miſtreſs: Yet I 
really know no more of her than juſt 
what I ſee at table. Finding ſhe can 
make nothing of me herſelf, ſhe very 
conveniently, or, I may ſay, very cru- 
elly, leaves me to Mrs. Aſtell. Now, 
from whence could poflibly ariſe the 
violent agitation in the latter, on my 
telling her that I had ſent to invite 
Mrs. Ofwald? I ſwear I am not able 
to develope this myſtery. — The very 
beſt of Women are certainly moſt in- 
ſcrutable creatures. | 


Adieu. 


; The END of the FIRST VOLUME. h | 


